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FOREWORD 


The crisis in Western relations with Russia is producing a softening in 
the attitude of the democracies toward Franco, While the United States and 
Great Britain have both indicated that some time will elapse before they send 
ambassadors to Madrid, it is probable that these appointments will be made 
without too mich delay. Even in France, a large group of deputies are insist- 
ing on the restitution of normal diplomatic relations with Spain, The Spanish 
republicans in exile are extremely bitter, while the Franco government not only 
shows little appreciation, but even declares that the democracies must atone 
for the harm they have done, The Spanish vress has taken advantage of the 
occasion to inveigh Great Britain about Gibraltar; fortunately the democracies 
have an ability to turn the other cheek which authoritarian regimes seldom 
display, This Gilbertian situation is complicated by the fact that Spain, 
having Lost the support of Argentina by unfortunate economic tactics, is try- 
ing to create an entente cordiale with the traditional enemies of Catholic 
Spain, namely the Islamic states, in particular Figypt. By way of contrast, 
Portuzal continues to conduct her diplomatic »ffairs in a less dramatic but 
more satisfactory fashion, 


The appointment of Willinam O'Dwyer as anbassador to Mexico has aroused 
the ire of Mexican anti-clericols, notabl, Martin Luis Guzmdn, It has helped 
to revive religious polertics which seemed to be.nearly dead, Yet Mexican 
progress cannot be denied, The initial results of the 1950 census show that 

Pal 


Mexico’is developing with astonishing speci--twice as fast as the United 
States, so it is claimed, 


In Guatemala, Colonel Jacobo Arbenz has been elected president; he will 
presumably continue the policies of President Arévalo, In #1 Salvador, the 
hitherto’ disunited labor unions are apparently about to form a national labor 
congress, thanks largely to the efforts of Mr, Serafino Romaldi of the Inter- 
American Confederation of Workers (6.2.93. which is the southern associate of 
the American Federation of Labor, The recent census reveals substantial 
growth in Honduras, The question of asylum which has been plaguing Haya de la 
Torre has affected in a minor way the government of Nicaragua, whose embassy 
in Caracas gave refuge for a while to General Rafacl Urbina, the plotter of the 
death of junta chief Delgado Chalbaud, President José Figueres of Costa Rica 
is accused in some sweeping charges made by Peruvian deputy Lépez de la Torre 
of having taken part in a secret mecting of chiefs of the Caribbean Legion in 
Barranquilla, Colombia, at which the assassination of various Latin American 
heads of state of undemocratic tendencies was plotted, The Panamanian govern- 
ment has denied that any of this plotting took place in the territory of that 
country, kx=President Ricardo de la Guardia has returned to Panama and has 
dramatically declared an understandable scorn for the Arias regime, 


Cuba figures prominently in the supposed revival of the Caribbean Legion, 
The Dominican Ambassador to the United States, Luis Francisco Thomen, has 
charged that another dangerous concentration of legionnaires is taking place 
in Cuba, It has even been stated that President Prio Socarrds took part 
incognito in the alleged Barranquilla meeting, Haiti has succeeded in keeping 
out of this renewed outburst of animosity in the Caribbean, but the Dominican 
Republic is again the chief prosecutor, According to the Dominican account, 
there have been conspiratorial meetings not only at Barranquilla, but also at 
Havana, New York and Panama; and the attempts on the lives of President Truman 
and Governor Munoz Marin are part of this vast super=plot, 


This version is about as puzzling as the common assertion in the U,S, 
press that Pedro Albizu Campos was a Communist or a fellow traveller, Anyone 
who has studied the ideas of the Puerto Rican nationalist party knows that it 
has a close resemblance to the doctrine of the Spanish Falange—or rather of 
the traditionalists, since it is very pro-clerical, Any understanding with 
the Communists is a purely fortuitous modus vivendi between two groups equally 
hostile to the United States, 


The assassination of the Venezuelan junta chief Delgado Chalbaud has not 
produced the unrest which might have been expected, The leader of the plot, 
General Rafael Simdén Urbina, is said by some to have been a tool of the 
Caribbean Legion, but it is more likely that he was simply a paranoiac and a 
chronic conspirator, 


The Haya de la Torre case seems to be serving the useful purpose of 
concentrating the attention of Colombians on a foreign issue in which national 
prestige is involved, The decision of the International Court of Justice has 
satisfied neither party, and its inconclusiveness has mystified most Latin 
Americans, The distinguished judges are probably equally mystified by the 
almost roligious aura which surrounds the principle of sanctuary in Latin 
Amcrica, They mst regard the survivel of this principle in Latin America as 
a regrettable anachronism, while Latin Americans are complaining that Europeans 
are incapable of understanding Latin American legal concepts, The proposal to 
disregard the verdict of the International Court and to settle the problem on 
an inter-American basis is unfortunate, since intvrnational law is essentially 
one and indivisible, 


The disagreement between Ecuador and Peru over the boundary between the 
two countries seems to be well on the way to settlement, Mennwhile, the gov- 
ernment of General Odria is pursuing steadily its impressive plans for the 
development of Peru, In Bolivia a revolutionary plot has been discovered, and 
a state of siege proclaimed, The government of President Mamerto Urriclagoitia 


is sitting on a volcano, 


The Chilean elder politician General Carlos Ibdénez del Campo has visited 
Buenos Aires and loudly proclaimed his admiration for President Perdén and ‘his 
policies, He must regard this as good political propaganda for his. candidacy 
in the 1952 presidential elections, 


The speech of Mr, Stanton Griffis criticising American journalists for 
their failure to appreciate the achicvements of Perdén won the mild approval of 
pro-government circles in Argentina, but opposition.groups denounced the Ambas- 
sador vehemently for his patronizing suggestions that Argentina was not yet 
prepared for democracy as it is practiced in the United States, 


Andrés Martinez Trueba has won the presidential elections in Uruguay, He 
is the heir to President Batlle Berres, and will presumably continue the lat- 
ters moderate policies, Paraguay scems to be recovering slowly from the after- 
math of prolonged chaos, 


The most significant news about Brazil is to be found in a University of 
Chicago report entitled Economic Aspects of Atomic Power, This report singles 
out Brazil as the country which can profit most from the development of atomic 
power for industrial purposes, In view of Brazilts notorious fuel shortage, 
this conclusion by reputable scientists who have no direct interest in Brazil». 
makes the future of that republic seem much brighter, 
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE RIGHT OF ASYLUM 


by 
Tom Karnes 


(This article is included because of the great current interest in the decision 
of the Hague tribunal in the Haya de la torre Case. ) 


Asylum in its general sense of sanctuary or protection from the law is so 
old and has its roots in so many different civilizations that it is almost 
impossible to determine where it first developed, In one form or other it was 
practised by natives of Africa, Australia, Hawaii, India and America, Its use 
was common in the Mohammedan world; in the Old Testament there are several 
instances of altars or churches serving as asylum, With the decline of the 
medieval church, persons seeking sanctuary more often fled to the home of 
ambassadors or other foreign dignitaries whose powerful states assured protec- 
tion, Abuses, however, began to creep in, and with the growth of international 
law, this right of diplomatic asylum began to disanpear, By the nineteenth 
century the practice was pretty well confined to the Iberian nations and their 
heirs in Letin America, 


Why this privilege should be prized so highly in those areas is not clear. 
Nevertheless, scores of Spanish lawyers, statesmen and writers have continued 
to proclaim the virtucs of humanitarianism over the law, It seems to have made 
no difference that asylum deprives a state of some of its sovereignty and that 
international law has never sanctioned the practice; the Spaniard, and to a 
ereater extent the Latin American clings to this ancient right like a high 


ideal, 


The Latin American states have recognized the evils of the system, however, 
and have celled five conferences whose agendas have had diplomatic asylum as a 
major item, These conferences were held at Montevideo in 1888-9, Rao de Janeiro 
in 1927, Havana in 1928 and Montevideo in 1933 and again in 1939, In general 
the provisions outlined procedures for diplomats and national governments to 
follow when refugees were accepted in an embassy, From the very first meeting 
in 1888 it was agreed that asylum would apply only to political fugitives; the 
common criminal does not get the benefits of the vaunted Spanish humanitarian- 
ism, It might also be pointed out in passing that while persons of slight 
importance have often sought asylum, they generally are permitted to return to 
their homes in a day or two, It is the generals and ex=-presidents or men who 
might become president who find sanctuary for weeks or months until a more 


friendly regime takes office, 


The most important conferences were the ones of 1928 and 1933 in so far as 
the Haya de la Torre case is concerned, Pertinent provisions of the former 
meeting at Havana state that asylum is only for urgent cases and only during the 
time necessary to insure safety, Nothing was said as to who determines whether 
a case is political or not, Both Perti and Colombia signed and ratified this 
convention, At Montevideo it was agreed that the diplomat himself could decide 
whether or not a2 case was political, Colombia signed and ratified this agree- 
ment, while Peri signed but has never ratificd it, 
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What ultimately happens to Haya de la Torre will be of less significance 
than the Latin American attitude toward the International Court, The Latin 
people will not give up the right of asylum nor suffer any abridgement of it, 
Four hundred years of history support that statement, (Peruvians have been 
second only to Haitians in the number of times United States legations have 
been used, although the U.S, has never signed any of the conventions,) Latin 
American jurists used to talk about "particular International Law" for their 
region, If international courts fail to take into consideration the Latin 
American mind, their rules will be ignored, Latin America will revert to a new 
type of isolationism, and the world will have to face one more example of the 
failure of collective security, The men at the Hague probably have interpreted 
the fine points of law correctly, This will make no difference to the Latin 
American mind which is more concerned with the personal suffering of those 
likely to be persecuted by that law, 


IBERIAN PENINSULA 
SPAIN 


On November 4, the United Nations? General Assembly in plenary session 
voted to rescind two points of its resolution of 1946--one calling for the 
withdrawal of ambassadors and ministers from Madrid, and the other barring 
Spain from membership in the affiliated organizations of the United Nations, 
The final vote of 38 to 10, with 12 abstentions, closely followed the October 
preliminary ballot of the Assembly's Special Political Committce (Hispanic 
American Report, Vol, III, No. 11). The controllcd Spanish press chose to 
ignore the fact that the new measure left unchanged the 1946 resolution's 
condemnation of the Franco regime and instead stressed the point of view that 
the latest vote represented a moral victory and justification of Spain’s posi- 
tion, Spanish Republican sources and doctrinaire anti-Fascist elements every- 
where agreed that it was a Franco victory, but an immoral one, Martin Artajo, 
Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs viewed the United Nations’? action as "a 
complete rectification," but went on to say that four years of isolation had so 
damaged the Spanish economy that only an act of reparation would be satisfactory, 
The United Nations can scarcely be held responsible for the Civil War and for 
the droughts, which have been the principal causes of Spain’s economic plight, 
and Martin Artajo*s complaint seems a little impertinent, The day after the 
U.N, rescission, the new Turkish Minister to Spain arrived in Madrid to become 
the first of the returned ambassadors, The Spanish Government had hoped to see 
a race develop among the major powers to install their chiefs of mission, but 
in this they were disappointed, In two press conferences, President Truman 
indicated that the United States was in no hurry to appoint an ambassador to 
Madrid and a statement from the British Forcign Office reflected a similar 
opinion, In accordance with the changed circumstances, Spain became a member 
of the U.N,ts Food and Agriculture Organization and a Spanish delegation headed 
by Undersecretary for Foreign Economic Affairs and Commerce Tomds Suner attended 
the Montreal meeting of the International Civil Aviation Organization, 


Generalissimo Francisco Franco scored another spectacular achievement 
during November by obtaining the release of $62,5 million from the Truman admin~ 
istration, despite the opposition of labor and of Protestant groups, The last 
Congress made the loan available to Spain with an eye on districts where there 
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is a heavy Roman Catholic vote, There were also proddings from the military 
chiefs, who saw in Spain an ally who could offer military bases to the United 
States in any future trouble with Russia, President Truman had: =i to 
administer the loan until Franco agreed to American terms, but ap... -itly the 
necessity of granting to Yugoslavia, under somewhat similar circumstances,a 
loan which the administration favored forced the execution of the Spanish loan 
for the sake of consistency and Congressional support, The loan is to be used 
for carefully planned projects and will be administered by the Economic Cooper- 
ation Administration rather than as a carte blanche donation to the Franco 
regime, The State Department made it clear that the loan would be made on a 
"strictly business basis," and would have no connection with the Marshall Plan 
aid granted other countries, In its announcement, the E,C,A, said that all 
loans would be subject to guarantee by the Spanish Government and that each 
loan application would be passed on separately by the Export-Import Bank, the 
E.C,A,, and the Department of State, The Export-Import Bank will be responsible 
for checking all projects to be certain that the dollar-financed commodities 
and services are being used for their specified purposes, Loans will go only 
to projects “having prospects of making substantial contributions to the Spanish 
economy,*? An additional requirement is that Spain mst adopt economic reforms 
the United States has been suggesting for many months, Larger future loans 
will be withheld pending adoption of a revision of the value of the Spanish 
currency so as to eliminate the many different par values now in existence; a 
simplification of export and import controls; and a modification of restrictions 
limiting forcign investors to 25% participation in Spanish enterprises, The 
first specific loan is reported to be for $700,000 for construction of a 
fertilizer plant, and it is anticipated that most of the remaining funds will 
be expended on commodities such as foodstuffs, fertilizers, and cotton. The 
E.C,A, went on to say: "In appropriate cases the agreements will include 
provisions to facilitate the acquisition by the United States of strategic 
materials in which this country is deficient or potentially deficient," Such 
materials are believed to include tungsten, wolfram, chrome, and mercury, The 
initial reaction in Spain to the news was a gencral rise in the stock market, 
but the position of Spanish currency in the exchange markets was not visibly 
affected, There was some fear that the funds might give additional impetus to 
the inflation that is worrying many Spaniards at present, though it is believed 
the amount is too small to be noticed in the inflationary movement, 


The Spanish drought continued unrelieved in November, In Barcelona the 
use of: current for industry was restricted to three days a week, while in 
Bilbao, which had had an unlimited supply in the preceding months, rationing 
was imposed, Industry in both of these important manufacturing areas fell back 
on costly stand-by thermal power, Madrid suffered’ even more, With hydro- 
electric reserves down to less than 5% of capacity, the capital's factories 
were reduced to a nine-hour week, In shop windows and coffeehouses, candles 
and oil lamps replaced light bulbs and neon signs, The stock-raising industry, 
one of Spain's oldest and most favored, suffered tremendously as a result of 
drought conditions. The range was almost useless for pasturage, entailing the 
use of expensive commercial feeds, The situation forced the cattlemen to 
market their stock in poor condition, The market was glutted with cheap meat 
temporarily, but a resulting shortage is to be expected in the future, 


Influential groups in France have recently encouraged closer political and 
economic relations with Spain, A bloc of 110 members of the French Chamber of 
Deputics are insisting on the restitution of normal diplomatic relations with 
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Spain, Denouncing Socialist opposition to the plan, one Cabinet Minister is 
said to have remarked, "If the Red Arniies invaded Western Europe, I know more 
than one Socialist who would run to take refuge in Franco Spain," A concrete 
expression of closer ties between France end Spain was a trade agreement signed 
in Madrid on November 4, Under the terms of the puct, the two countries will 
exchange products amounting to more than 24 billion francs, The complete list 
of products was not immediately published, but France will send coal, phos- 
phates, bauxite, iron bars, pipe, machine tools, electrical products, autombiles, 
trucks, buses, tractors, railroad equipment, ammonium sulphate and other 
chemical products in exchange for Spanish iron ore from the Riff, pyrites, 
mercury, cotton products, tomatoes, bananas, potatoes, oranges, and cork, Sig- 
nificantly, the agreement includes trade between Spanish and French Morocco in 
the amount of 275 million francs on the part of each participant, From the 
recent impetus given commerce and industry in the form of trade agreements with 
France, Canada, Chile, and Norway and the inauguration of domestic schemes such 
as "Operation M2" for increusing metallurgical production in Catalonia and 
"Operation G” for stimulating commerce in the Basque Provinces, it is apparent 
that the Franco government is striving to overcome the desperate economic 
lassitude which has been threatening the stability of the regime, The increased 
tempo of the current inflation has demanded immediate action, 


The inauguration of Gilbraltar's first Legislative Council on November 23, 
brought vituperative reaction on the part of the Falangist Madrid radio, Prov- 
ing that Spanish memory is long, the commentator denounced the 250-year-old 
"iniquitous despoliation of Spanish soil,’ and called on Great Britain to return 
the fortress in the name of friendship, The commentator continued that only the 
necessity of maintaining the unity of the West, a unity to which Spain makes 
pretensions of being a part, prevented a more vigorous protest, 


On November 9, José Maria Gil Robles, former leader of the CEDA (Spanish 
Confederation of Right-Wing Agrarians) arrived in Madrid for his second visit 
to Spanish soil since the Civil War, having spent the interim in exile in 
Lisbon, Although he refused to make a statement to the press and was obstensi- 
bly in Madrid on private business, politically conscious Spaniards professed to 
see him acting as a go-between fer Franco and the Syanish Pretender Don Juen, 
also in Portuguese exile, There is, however, little indication that the return 
of the Spanish monarchy, complete with monarch, is any closer now than it has 
been since the establishnent of the Regency fiction, 


Fascist mysticism flooded the Spanish press on the occasion of the 14th 
anniversary of the assassination of José Antonio Primo de Rivera, "martyred" 
founder and symbol of the Falangist movement, In Alicante, the scene of his 
death, a day of mourning was declared, and schools and public offices through- 
out Spain were closed on November 20, In Madrid, Franco attended a2 requiem 
mass and numerous processions by Falangist youth organizations celebrated his 


memory. 


The long-discussed Egyptian Institute was finally founded in Madrid in 
November, The Institute, which has been named after Farouk I, has as its aim 
permanent cultural rclations between Spain and Egypt. Studies are to be made 
of the Middle Ages in Spain and Egypt and there will be facilities for the ex- 
change of students between the two countries, The Ifinister of Public Education 
of Egypt, Taha Husain Bey, came to Madrid to inaugurate the enterprise, 

Husain Bey is 2 Hispanist of note and an authority on Egyptian literary history 
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and the relation between Arabic and Spanish literature, Politically, the 
founding of the new Institute is another move in Spain's policy of encouraging 
fricndly relations with the Arabic world, It is interesting to note that the 
Moslem nations were more solidly behind the resolution to restore ambassadors 
to Madrid than were the Spanish American countries, 


; 


PORTUGAL 


Roman Catholic religious celebrations and activities continue to make up a 
major pert of the news from Portugal, The fourteenth centennial of St, Martinho 
de Dumets conversion of the Suevi tribes was celebrated in Braga and Guimaraes, 
The Catalan saint, Antony Maria Claret, founder of the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart of Mary, was honored with special masses and commemorative ban- 
quets by the church hierarchy as well as by officials from the Portuguese 
colonics where the missionaries do much of their evangelizing work, The Catho- 
lic Action Movement and the Catholic Relief Organization both sponsored nation- 
wide drives, the former tc propagate the faith and fight Communism, and the 
latter to better the health: of the nation, ‘the Portuguese Catholic Youth con- 
tingent returned from a Holy Ycsr pilgrimage to Rome with a medal and best 
wishes for Salazar from the Pope, 4 reflection of the deep catholicity of 
Portugal was the suthorization given for construction of a Catholic chapel at 
Lisbonts International Airport, 


Not only Portugal's religion but also its mornls have been in the head- 
lines--at least those of all Lusitanian children under the age of twelve. 
Terror, crime, monstrosities, pornography, and liccntiousness heve been banned 
from childrents books in Portugal under orders issued by the Portuguese press 
censorship, The orders have been issued to authors and editcrs of books for 
children in a drive to eliminate the harmful influence of crime stories and in- 
sure sound moral develppment cf the younger gencration, Instructions have also 
been issued with the object of protecting the sight of young readers, The size 
of the letters has been stipulated as well as the distance between the lines, 
Printing may not be on colored paper, Imports and exports of publications 
which violate the new censorship rules have been forbidden, The news of these 
new moral censorship restrictions was of course accompanied by the usal reports 
of another type of compulsory moral purification-=more arrests and trials of 
people suspected of "Conministic" and “un-Lusitanian” activities, 


In the world fight against Communism, Portugal has begun to feel the first 
pinch of the Sino-U,N,-Korean war, A few days after the mass Red crossings of 
the Yalu river, the United States announced the placing of stringent controls 
on expcrts to Macau because of their possible trans-shipment to the Communist 
Wliberators” of Korea, These restrictions will most likely cause much grumbling 
in Portugal*s oriental tochold, which receives most of its revenue from trans- 
shipments both legal and other, (Hispanic World Report, Vol. II, No. 7). 


In the Portuguese homeland, business sentiment continued optimistic, With 
a generous supply of sardine-enticing plankton on the currents which bathe the 
Lusitanian shores, the canneries in most areas were well supplied with fish 
though they were threatened with a shortage of tin plate, The Canned Fish 
Institute which imports tin plate for the fish canneries had accumlated such 
larze stocks by May 1949 that it discontinued ordering, When it became evident 
by carly August of this year that the catch would be better than in recent 
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years, (production in July, August, and September of this year was equal to 
last yearf*s total), the Institute attempted to order new supplies but had 
little success in placing orders in the United States, France, or the United 
Kingdom, It now hopes to obtain part of its requirements through E,C,A, At 
the present time the Institute's stock is completely exhausted, In spite of 
this unfortunate shortage, production totals are expected to surpass those of 
1947, the last good year, 


The textile industry, once again operating on a full-time basis, (Hispanic 
American Report, Vol, III, No, 1), is also plagued with shortages of raw ma- 
terials, principally cotton, Disappointing cotton crop yiclds in the Portuguese 
African colonies have created a shortage which will necessitate purchases from 
Brazil at prices much higher than those of African cotton, 


Salazar'’s program of Lusitanian self-sufficiency moved a step forward when 
a cement factory with a capacity of 100,000 tons a year began operations at 
Figueira da Foz. The new mill is cxpected to bring Portuguese production up to 
700,000 tons a year, or enough to meet the country's normal requirements, 


To facilitate Portuguese cconontic cooperation with the E,C,A,, a new Com 
mission of Economic Coordination has been decreed, It has been described as a 
"general staff" for the Minister of Economy, The basic functions of the Com 
mission are to make studies revarding economic policy, to coordinate the 
various economic interests of the nation, to hundic f-reign trade problems, 
trade promotion, and currency exchange, and to clear away the red tape involved 
in E,C,A, transactions and negotiations, 


With regard to the overseas colonies, E,C,A, has recently signed an agree- 
ment with the Portuguese Government whereby 2 loan of $1,100,000 and 4,250,000 
Netherlancs Guilders is to be made for the purpose of financing the construction 
of a new dock at Beira in Portuguese East Africa, This dock will be used 
chiefly for the shipment of ore from the Mozambique and Rhodesian fields, The 
Dutch portion of the loan will come from E,C,A,-arranged 5% counterpart funds, 
In this type of an arrangement, recinients of E,C,A, aid are helped not only by 
the United States but also by fellow recipients of such aid, 


In all, the economic picture of Portugal continues to be one of steady, 
cautious progress and reconstruction, while the political picture unfortunately 
is one of apathetic acceptance of the increasing controls of a benevolent dic- 
tatorship which seems to become more and more theocratic with the passing of 
every religious holiday, 


MEXTCO 


The official Mexican delegation en route to the Communist-inspired World 
Peace Congress in Shefficld, England, was abruptly arrested and imprisoned in 
Havana, Cuba, Leftist labor leader Vicente Lombardo Toledano and Senator Juan 
Manuel Elizondo, both of whom were traveling with diplomatic passports, figured 
prominently in the delegation, News of the arrests immediately aroused agita- 
tion in the Mexican capital, but when Under-secretary of Foreign Relations 
Manuel Tello contacted the mission by telephone the next morning, all concerned 
had been released and were free to continue on their way, This incident was 
explained by some sources as an attempt by the Cuban Government to regain favor 
with the U.S, after having loudly criticized its policies in Puerto Rico, 


In charges brought by the Dominican Republic against Cuba and Panama for 
allegedly plotting to overthrow the Dominican Government, Mexico was mentioned 
as an arms depot for the Caribbean Legion, Under=secretary Tello recalled that 
in July the Dominican Republic had made similar charges, and that the Mexican 
Government had immediately requested detailed information in order that an in- 
vestigation could be carried out, Tello stated, however, that his government 
did not receive a reply, Mexico also figured in the accusations made by the 
Peruvian Senator Lépez de la Torre (See Peru), The liberty and freedom which 
prevail in Mexico were condemned for allowing leftist conspiracies to hatch 
within the country's borders, The Peruvian ambassador, however, hastened to 
tone down the charges and stated that President Odria holds President —_— 
and the Mexican Government in the highest esteem, 


While ex=U,S, Ambassador Thurston retired to Cuernavaca to live with his 
ailing mother, his successor, William O*Dwyer, arrived on November 14 to take 
over his new responsibilities, He and his wife were warmly greeted at the air- 
port and escorted to their flower-bedecked and newly redecorated home, To some 
observers, the significance of O'Dwyerts appointment lies in the fact that for 
the first time in 125 years the predominantly Protestant United States has sent 
a Catholic ambassador to Catholic Mexico, Church orzanizations consider it as 
a favorable omen for an increase in the Church political power, 


The news magazine Tiempo, by way of welcome, devoted a prominently placed 
article to warning O'Dwyer against the designs of the Church, In an outspoken 
two-page attack entitled "Words to the New Ambassador," signed by editor Martin 
luis Guzman, Tiempo offered to teach O'Dwyer something which otherwise could . 
only be learned through bitter experience,’ Classifying the Catholic Church as 
a greater menace to the world than Fascism, Nazism, or Commnism, Guzmin darkly 
painted the history of the Church in Mexico, He warned that subservience even 
through the outward act of kissing the hem of a Bishop’s robe can have grave 
political significance in his country, Guzmdn claimed that liberal, democratic, 
and revolutionary Mexico is a product of a progressive minority and that when 
the well-being of the nation is at stake, this is the group with whom O'Dwyer 
should deal, 


Although official Mexican-U,5, relations remain excellent, there are vari- 
ous problems which the new ambassador will have to face, The illegal entry of 
braceros into the U.S, constitutes a perennial source of disagreement along the 
border, An ambiguous agreement exists at the present time, but it should be 
elevated to a formal treaty, since the recent lifting of restrictions on the 
U.S, cotton crop will create an unprecedented demand for braceros, Another 
much=discussed issue is whether or not the U,S,=-Mexican trade agreement which 
will end December 31 should be replaced, Mexico is expected to let trade take 
its natural course during the first few months of 1951, and upon this experience 
base its next steps. 


In another of the exposés which Martin Luis Guzman periodically places be- 
fore the public, proof was offered that the popular daily newspaper Excelsior 
was censored by the Catholic Church, Tiempo claimed that since June 1949 all 
articles of an editorial nature have been submitted to the ecclesiastical 
censor, Fernando Diaz de Urdanivia, and that his stamp and signature have been 
required for publication, In weeding out all unorthodox and unfavorable comment, 
Excelsior has become one of the leaders of the so-called "colonial press," the 
press which remains loyal to the Catholic Church, One observer claims that the 


it 


newspaper is making a bid for recognition as the one true organ of the Catholic 
Church in America, 


Tiempo, and other more conservative publications, have recently given im- 
portance to several cases of discrimination against Mexicans in Texas, While 
many of the unpleasant disagreements seem nothing more than examples of personal 
prejudice, an incident in Wharton, Texas, angered a well organized group, Di- 
rectors of the Loyal United League of American Citizens (LULAC) suspended a 
celebration in protest against a sign placed in a Wharton restaurant stating 
"Mexicans not admitted," Many of the members of the League are of Mexican 
origin and the organization has pointed out other cases of discrimination in 
the area, The Good Neighbor Commission and Council of Human Relations are each 
preparing reports on this unpleasant situation which cxists in many parts of 
Texas, 


Politically, Mexico spent a quiet month, General Henriquez Guzman reject- 
ed President Aleman's suggestion that all political compaigning be hela off 
until mid-1951 and reiterated his intention to return Mexico to the ideals of 
the 1917 Constitution, The 43 delegates to the congress of the Partido Con- 
stitucionalista Mexicano (P.C.M.) published the party platform, Many of the 
points sounded as though they had been lifted verbatim from Karl Marx's Com-= 
munist Manifesto, It may be noted that the initials of the party, P,C.M, are 
identival to those of the Mexican Communist Farty,. 


In his fourth annual report to Congress, President Alemdin expressed deep 
concern over methods of improving the administration of justice, On October 31, 
he sent Congress a program of judicial reform which included the amendment of 
Articles 73, 94, 97, 98 and 107 of the Constitution, The proposals set off a 
series of loud and fierce debates, The reforms would guarantee several im- 
portant principles: the tenure of office of Supreme Court members except in 
cases of bad conduct, an increase in the number of civil and criminal courts as 
well as in the number of judges, the creation of machinery to expedite the 
astounding number of appeals choking the higher courts, and better methods of 
choosing officials, Other reforms by ordinary legislation would raise the 
Salaries of judicial employees, 


The‘mining problems of Palau and Nueva Rosita (Hispanic American Report, 
Vol, ITI, No, 11) at the end of November seemed finally to be clearing up, At 
the beginning of the month, there were many conferences, but little headway was 
made, In these two mining areas, nearly 8,000 workers in the various mining 
industries were idle, The little aid the miners? families were receiving was 
stopped, The Secretary of Labor had not recognized the strike leaders because 
of internal difficulties that had existed in the Miners? Union, The Communists 
were trying to stop progress toward solution by obtuse interpretation of various 
phrases of the law, The Confederation of Workers then proposed the creation of 
a committee to defend the workers’ rights, Although this stopped the Communists, 
it did not solve the conflict over wages and working conditions, The coal com- 
panies of Sabinas and Mexican Zinc, proprietors of the coal mines of Nueva 
Rosita, decided to call the 2,000 idle miners back to work before they could be 
evicted from their homes and lose their jobs to other men, Toward the end of 
the month, the situation looked more promising, Attempts were being made by 
three commissions to persuade the workers, who had been disorganized by the com= 
munists, to return to work, The problem itself is not yet settled, but the men 
are returning to work, 
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The discovery and acquisition of new oil fields by Petrdédleos Mexicanos, 
the governnent oil monopoly, continue at a rapid pace, This.month the dis- 
covery of an important oil field which certain expropriated companies had hid- 
den until oil prices should rise was announced by PEMEX geologists. The area 
lies south of Tampico in the basin of Lake Tamiahua, Another was found a few 
miles from the port of Veracruz, and two more in Tancoco and Tuxpan, The 
latter field is reportedly very rich in natural gas, PEMEX also recently an- 
nounced the purchase of some valuable land belonging to Abraham Z, Philips, 
situated in the heart of the Poza Rica area, and worth over $2,5 million, 


In the dockyards of Valencia, Spain, a 30,000-ton tanker is being con- 
structed at a cost of 19 million pesos, Jt will be the largest unit of PEMEX'S 
fleet, as the ships now in use average about 10,000 tons, 


Employees of Teléfonos de México went on strike on November 21 at 12 mid- 
night, The workers demanded that bills be paid directly to the company and not 
through the Bank of Commerce and that the concession to edit the telephone 
directory not be given to a publisher, but to their own groups. By 6:15 a.m, 
the telephones were again functioning by presidential order, but the basic 
issues remained unsettled, 


The final kilometers in the Mexican linkof the Pan American Highway are now 
completely finished, It was also amounced that the new four-lane highway from 
Mexico City to Cuernavaca, which will cut drivins time from one hour and fifteen 
minutes to 35 minutes, will be ready for use at the beginning of 1951. 


From the still incomplete returns of Mexico*s 1950 census, it is evident 
that the country is growing twice as fast as the United States, with the rate 
of urbanization advancing even more rapidly, The official preliminary figure 
for the present population of Mexico has been announced at 25,209,470, an .in- 
crease of 28,3% over the 1940 total of 19,653,552, 


Undoubtedly much of Mexico's rapid growth is the result of its recent 
strides in sanitation, There has been a decided decline in the high mortality 
rate, with no diminution of the equally high birth rate, Mexico has had even 
less postwar immigration than the United States, and is also handicapped by the 
loss of farm laborers who have been attracted by the higher wages across the 


Rio Grande, 


With the aid of a great battery of modern business machines, Gilberto Loyo, 
Director General of Statistics, expects to have the answers to all 57 census 
questions tabulated within 18 months, in contrast to the eight years it took to 
work out the 1940 census, 


Strong world demand for cotton and the high prices it earns have created a 
problem for the Mexican textile mills, The movement of cotton to foreign 
markets has resulted in a shortage of the staple for some of the domestic manu- 
facturers, Mexican growers were offered as high as 430 pesos per 100 lbs, of 
cotton during the first week of November, Mexico City shoppers complained 
bitterly when retail prices of cotton goods increased quickly by 50%, If the 
government prohibits the exportation of cotton to alleviate the situation, it is 
pointed out that Great Britain, with whom Mexico has a new trade agreement which 
Specifically involves the shipments of cotton, will stop shipments of manufac- 
tured goods into the country, 


Plans by European automobile manufacturers to establish assembly plants in 
Mexi.co are progressing, it was revealed by Carlos Novoa, the head of the Mexican 
trade mission who has just returned from Europe, Among the manufacturers seek- 
ing permission to assemble cars in Mexico are the British Austin, the French 
Renault and Panhard, and the Italian Fiat, The latter company, Novoa announced, 
plans to assemble trucks, tractors and automobile motors in Mexico, 


Novoa, who is also the director of the Bank of Mexico, predicted that 
Mexican trade with Europe will soar above prewar levels under the agreements 
recently with 11 European countries which the trade mission has concluded, 


In the first detailed outline of how the new pact will work, Novoa made 
the following predictions: 


1, Many Mexican products, of little demand in America, will find a ready 
market in Europe, He mentioned henequen and its waste, fish mcal, agave fiber, 
tar vanilla, pineapple, citrus fruits, tobacco, essential fruit oils, animal 
horns, and wax, 


2. Mexico will be able to buy essential machinery now unobtainable, He 
cited oil pipeline and drilling equipment which have already been ordered from 
France and Belgium, 


3. Hundreds of European technicians and specialists will be brought to 
Mexico to teach their skills to local agriculture and industry. 


The exportation of silver to the United States was recently suspended, but 
no official explanation was offered by the Bank of Mexico, the agency through 
which all silver transactions are carried on, The export ban on siiver shipped 
to the United States may cause high world prices in silver for an extended 
period, according to leading financiers in Mexico City, Informed bankers have 
explained it in this manner: 1) Mexico had to take action to avert a general 
price increase which might have resuited from its current minting of new money 
with a lower silver content, 2) It is not logical for the price of Mexican 
Silver to be about 15 cents less per ounce than the United States product, con- 
sidering the great demand for industrial silver, 3) Mexico needs silver for her 
new currency as well as to fill orders for silver coins from Syria, Lebanon, 
Saudi-Arabia, and West Germany, However, uo important increase over the 
3,494,081 pounds of silver produced in 1949 is expected this year, Most Mexican 
deposits are gradually being exhausted without any large-scale effort to dis- 
cover new sources, 


The Mexican Government is to obtain a $15 million loan from the Bank of 
America of California for highwey construction, Nine million dollars of the 
credit will be used in constructing a road between Guadalajara and Nogales, 
while the balance will be spent in building a shortcut from Petaquillas to 
Papagayo on the Mexico City-Acapulco highway, 


Farm laborers in the sugar-cane ficlds are to receive medical care under a 
government nlan, This is the first move of its kind to aid field workers. Be- 
sides its humanitarian aspects, it should indirectly increase sugar production, 
It is estimated that the nation will produce a maximum of 750,000 tons of sugar 
this ycar, The amount consumed domestically will be about 650,000 tons, 


Both government agencies and private enterprise are now being sounded out 
as to their requirements in technical assistance, under President Truman's 
Point Four program, The Ministry of Foreign Relations will co-ordinate the 
findings, and present them to the United States for consideration through diplo- 
matic channels, Mexico's needs for technical aid are expected to be largely in 
the fields of agriculture, communications, and transportation, 


CENTRAL AMERICA AND PANAMA 
GUATEMALA 


Before the national elections on November ll, 12, and 13, in which Colonel 
Jacobo Arbenz Guzman was elected President of Guatemala, government forces 
frustrated an attack by revolutionary elements against the military base located 
at the intornational airport of La Aurora, The assault took place on November 
6 and was part of a revolutionary movement to prevent the holding of the elec- 
tions, At least six persons were killed and seven were wounded when the rebels, 
commanded by Colonel Carlos Armus, succeeded in cntering the base, 


The National Electoral Junta announced that 600,000 citizens, half of whom 
are illiterate, had the right to vote at approximately 1,200 polling places, 
According to the 1950 census, Guatemala has a total population of 2,787,000, 
with a total of 32,000 more men than women, 


The presidential election was watched closely because of the widespread 
charges that Communists are numerous and active in the country and influential 
in its government, Former Minister of the Intcrior Colonel Elfego H, Monzon, 
leader of the anti-Communist forces, has said that the Communist Party is well 
organized in all departments of the government, and that it is controlled by at 
least 10 well-instructed Communists who have behind them a formidable group of 
uneducated workers who do not understand the meaning of Communism, 


President-elect Arbenz claims to be opposed to Communism; like Arévalo, 
however, he is inclined to temporize when the Red heat is turned on, The clec- 
tion was held in complete order, and voting was free, in the sense that any 
qualified voter could cast his ballot, But the campaign had been heavily 
loaded against the opposition, Ydigoras Fuentes and another candidate had been 
in hiding for months to avoid arrest, Objective observers said the measures 
taken to prevent fraud at the polls could not be called adequate, 


Generally the consensus is, however, that Guatemala leans toward unity; 
and this is proved by the variety of groups which supported the new President, 
In the election, Colonel Arbenz had the backing not only of the outgoing red- 
stained President, Juan José Arevalo, and his party, Accién Revoluciona:va, but 
also that of the anti-Communist army, over which he had presided as Minister of 
War under Arévalo, Colonel Arbenz will be inaugurated March 15, 


EL SALVADOR 
An Institute of Cereals and Supply has been established in El Salvador 


which will enable the government to fix quotas for domestic consumption and for 
exports of basic foodstuffs, These include such items as corn, beans, and rice, 
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The foodstuffs will be stored near Soyapango, which is easily accessible by 
both highway and railway. To reduce adverse comment, the Minister of Agricul- 
ture has minimized the importance of the insect plague, after press reports 
said a large number of crop-destroying pests had crossed the border from 


Honduras, 


| The United States has become El Salvador'*s chief customer and supplier, 
The main factor which determined the displacement of Europe by the U,S, after 
World War II as EL Salvador's chief market was the attractively high American 
prices for coffee, which represents more than 80% of the country's exports, 


A $2,000,000 cement factory, the first in El Salvador, is under construc- 
tion near the Pacific port of Acajutla, The laws set up to govern the operation 
of this new enterprise include the following important provisions: 1) the gov- 
ernment’ will not tax any export of cement produced in the factory, 2) the 
factory must be organized as a corporation under the laws of El Salvador, 


To strengthen what it regards as the weakest link in its organization, the 
Inter-American Confederation of Workers (C,I,T,) announced on November 5 that 
it was sending its secretary Serafino Romaldi, to several Central American 
nations, Mr. Romaldi went first to El Salvador to address the opening session 
of a meeting of the labor unions of El Salvador that were about to form a 
national labor congress, Hitherto the unions in El Salvador have operated as 
Single units without the benefit of a federal organization, From El Salvador 
Mr, Romualdi flew to Honduras and then to Costa Rica, 


HONDURAS 


On the afternoon of November 18 a prominent figure in Honduran politics, 
José Maximo Gdlvez, President of the Honduran National Congress, died as the 
result.of a heart attack, 


Before election day which was the last Sunday in November, the daily EL 
Pueblo, organ of the Liberal party, announced that the party would abstain from 
presenting candidates in those places where complete freedom of suffrage did not 
exist and that it would participate in clectionecring only where the authorities 
could guarantee fair elections. La Epoca, organ of the National party, which 
presented candidates in all localities, replied that what the Liberal party was 
trying to do was prepare itself for the victory which the Nationalist candidates 
would obtain, The Nationalists did win with 77,593 votes to 8,104 for the 
Liberals, 


Honduras, which enjoys the enviable position of having substantial dollar 
exchange, appears to have undergone an economic recession, The reason becomes 
obvious in the gap between purchasing power and prices, Wages and salaries have 
remained fairly constant for several years, while the cost of living has increas- 
ed, especially since the invasion of Korea, by an estimated minimum of 25%, The 
Central Bank has issued a directive to all banks to withdraw the American half- 
dollar from circulation gradually, Other American subsidiary coins will con- 


tinue to circulate freely, 


‘The population of Honduras, according to the official census, has climbed 
to 1,533,625, This represents an increase of 333,083, or nearly 25%, in the 
last five years, 
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NICARAGUA 


The Minister of Foreign Relations issued an explanation of the action of 
the Nicaraguan Embassy in Caracas in granting asylum to General Rafael Urbina 
and his family during the recent disturbances in Venezuela, When General 
Urbina appeared at the embassy he was gravely wounded, and nothing was known at 
that time of the assassination of Colonel Delgado Chalbaud, Therefore, the 
Nicaraguan Ambassador was justified in granting asylum, Later, after Urbina 
had been visited by doctors and Venezuelan government officials, he and his 
family voluntarily left the embassy, 


In a move to combat rising prices, the government recently opened eight 
retail stores in Managua, Rice and lard were offered for sale at much lower 
prices than those of the open market, It was promised that corn, beans, soap, 
and cheese would soon be sold at these same stores, 


In a speech to the nation, Somoza presented his program for economic re- 
covery, The emphasis is on agriculture, Financial and technical aid will be 
extended to farmers; warehouses for crop storage will be built, and future 
roads constructed will be "farn-to-market® rather than "luwmury" highways, 


Three thousand members of the General Federation of Nicaraguan Workers 
met to protest against the new economic laws, Francisco Bravo, a labor leader, 
charged that they favored particular groups and completely ignored salaried 
workers, 


Dr, Addn Soldérzano Cardoce has recently returned to Nicaragua after years 
of political exile in Mexico, He is attempting to reorganize the Conservative 
party in such a way as to free it from the domination of General Emiliano 
Chamorro or any successor appointed by him and also from obedience to capital- 
ist Conservatives, 


The new constitution was promulgated November 1, Chief differences from 
the previous charter are women’s vote, assured minority representation, social 
security and freedom of commerce, However, the new constitution met with some 
immediate opposition, Conservative Deputy Dr, Aljandro Abaunza Marenco 
attacked it during a session of the Assembly, He said that it was "undemo- 
cratic and immoral" because it was the product of a regime that hoped to keep 
itself in office indefinitely by force of arms and a complete control of the 
national economic situation, General Chamorro replied that Abaungza spoke for 
himself and not as a representative of his party and denied knowing that 
Abaunza was going to make the attack, 


COSTA RICA 


The new Costa Rican Ambassador to the United States, Rafael Oreamuno, an- 
nounced that he had presided over an unofficial technical mission which studied 
possible economic aid to Costa Rica under the Point Four Program, The report 
has been completed but not published as yet, 


The U.S, Government has decided to invest $35 million in Guatemala, 
Honduras, Costa Rica, and Panama to stinmlate the cultivation of abacd in these 
countries, The actual sowing and cultivation will be carried out by native 


workers under the supervision of technicians appointed by the U.S, Government, 
Costa Rica also expects to receive finaucial aid from the United States in 
completing its section of tne Pan American Highway, 


The Costa Rican Government is continuing efforts to have a regional head- 
quarters of the Food and Agricultural Organization established in Costa Rica, 
Colombia and Venezuela are making similar efforts, No decision has been 
reached, but it has been pointed out that the F,A,O, office could count on the 
collaboration of the Turrialba Agricultural Institute, 


With regard to the accusation made by the Peruvian Deputy, Ldépez de la 
Torre, that a plot had been prepared in Barranquilla, Colombia by ex-President 
José Figueres and others to assassinate various Latin American statesmen (as 
well as President Truman), Figueres told the United Press: "It seems to me 
that Lopez de la Torre's intelligence service is slightly inefficient." 


PANAMA 


In answer to accusations made by the Dominican Ambassador to the United 
States concerning revolutionary plotting in Panzma, the Panamanian Ambassador 
in Washington, D,C,., said that he hid commnicated with his government and that 
it had denied having any knowledge whatsoever of such action in Panama, The 
Panamanian Government added that the only thing it did know was that Juse 
Figueres had passed through the country traveling incognito, It was further 
stated that since many people passed through Panama it was possible that some 
secret meeting had taken place, but that it was very improbable as the police 
were always on the alert for such things, President Arnulfo Arias took advan- 
tage of this situation to announce that rumors that he was planning to close 
the National Assembly were absolutely unfounded, 


After nearly a year's voluntary exilc, ex-President Ricardo de la Guardia 
returned to Panama to join the opposition to President Arias, De la Guardia 
was a leader of the "coup dtétat" which removed Arias from the presidency in 
1941, The former president was met by U.S, immigration officials acting for 
the Panamanian Government in the Canal Zone, They told him that they had orders 
to mark his luggage, including his brief case, and to hand it over to Panaman- 
ian officiels, De la Guardia threw his brief case off the pier into the water, 
However, it was recovcred and the rest of the luggage was sent on to Panama 
City. The U.S, officials kept the brief case, De la Guardia said that the 
incident was a sign of fear on the part of the Arias government, 


CARIBBEAN REPUBLICS AND PUERTO RICO 
CUBA 


Toward the end of the month hearings were begun in Washington to determine 
the U.S, sugar-production and import quotas for 1951, Representatives from 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, the Philippine Islands, Peru, and the United States 
were readying themselves for the annual debate, the outcome of which determines 
the amount of sugar each major producer may sell in the United States, Lawrence 
Myers, head of the Sugar Division of the Department of Agriculture, presided 
ever the meetings, The Secretary of Agriculture is empowered by law to prepare 
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an annual estimate of the sugar needs of the nation, Industrial consumers, 
interested in more and cheaper sugar, are expected to ask for a quota of 8,5 
million tons, while producers may propose an amount close to 7,4 million tons 
or less, 


One day after the Nationalist uprisings of October_30 in Puerto Rico, 
President Prio Socarrds sent a cablegram to Governor Munoz Marin of Puerto 
Rico asking him to protect the lives of the Nationalist leader, Pedro Albizu 
Campos, and his followers, A motion to the same effect was passed by the 
Cuban House of Representatives, which also appointed a committee of three to 
mediate between the Nationalist rebels and the Puerto Rican Government, This 
committee was headed by Enrique C, Henriquez, brother-in-law of President Prio 
and a former leader of the Caribbean Legion, On the way to Puerto Rico, the. 
leader of the mission was arrested in Miami, Florida, under the new security 
law, However, U.S, State Department authorities informed immigration offi-~ 
cials that they did not object to the commissionts entering Puerto Rico, In 
the meantime, Governor Munoz Marin stated that he would not receive the mis~ 
Sion, on the grounds that Puerto Rico was fully capable of handling its own 
internal affairs, After the mission’s return to Cuba and after U.S. officials 
had expressed their displeasure at Cuban “interference™ in Puerto Rican 
affairs, the Cuban House of Representatives adopted a motion demanding the 
independence of Puerto Itico, Later Iuis Machado, Cuban Ambassador to the 
United States, and Ernesto Dihigo, Cuban Minister of State, explained that the 
attitude of the House of Representatives in no way reflected the policy of the 
Ministry of Foreign Relations, which has sole charze of Cuba’s foreign rela- 
tions, The intent of the President’s cablegsram was “purely humanitarian" and 
in no way affected Cuba's condemnation of all kinds of terroristic actions, 


At a mass raid early in November, the Cuban police arrested on a charge 
of disturbing the peace more than 150 Communists and fcllow travelers, most of 
them at a meeting honoring the Cuban and Mexican delegates to the Sheffield 
World Peace Congress, Among those arrested were Vicente Lombardo Toledano, 
the Mcyican Secretary-General of the Latin American Confederation of Labor 
(C,G.T.A.L,), and Juan Marinello and Lazaro Pena, Cuban Communist leaders, The 
last two were released and allowed to proceed to England, since they had not 
attended the meeting, The others followed a few days later, Cuban Communists 
claim that these arrests were an attempt on the part of the Cuban Government 
to win back United States friendship endangered by Cuban "intervention" in 
Puerto Ricots Nationalist revolt, On Thanksgiving Day, Foreign Minister Dihigo 
violently attacked the Communist atheist philosophy, praised the action of the 
United States in defense of world peace, and declared that relations between 
Cuba and the United States were never more cordial, 


On November 16, the Dominican Ambassador to the United States, Luis 
Francisco Thomen, charged that members of the Caribbean Legion were presently 
assembling another armed force in Cuba, After a 15-minute conference with 
Assistant Secretary of State Edward G, Miller, Jr,, Thomen said that he had 
presented some concrete data concerning the men and arms involved, but he with- 
held any further comment concerning them, Replying to these accusations, the 
Cuban Embassy denied Cuba's alleged participation in conspiracies against any 
governments or heads of states in the Western Hemisphere and demanded that the 
Dominican Government present its evidence, Cuba has reported this action to 
the Organization of American States and is said to be eager to receive any 
information that the 0,A,S, may possess concerning these accusations, 


HAITI 


In the year ending September 30, 1949, imports into Haiti totaled 157 
million gourdes and during this same period were almost balanced by exports of 
155 million gourdes (5 gourdes equal $1,00), Comparison with the correspond- 
ing figures for the year 1947-48 of imports in the amount of 161 million 
gourdes and exports of 154 million gourdes shows a trend toward obtaining a 
favorable balance of trade, Relative trade figures for these two years with 
the United States are as follows: 


1947=-43 1948-49 
Imports from the U.S, 82.1% 77.0% 
Exports to the U,S, 61.1 59.3 


The recent International Exposition at Port-au-Frince was intended to draw 
potential buyers of Haiti's products, No restrictions are placed on Haitian 
imports or exchange, and the country’s credit rating in 1950 has been good, 
according to the Bank of Manhattan's reports, President Magloire, in his 
inaugural speech, expressed 2 hope for more foreign investment and trade, 


It is expected that a $3 million project for harbor and civic improvements 
at Cap Haitien will begin shortly. Dredging equipment used at Port-au-Prince 
for the Exhibition will be employed, At present the northern port is served 
by six shipping lines representing the United States, Great Britain, France, 
and the Netherlands, 


The improvement of public health in Haiti is one of the 13 projects 
planned in the 1950-51 budget of the Point Four program, The funds for this 
improvement will be provided equally by the United States and Haiti, The 
building of aqueducts and sewage systems as well as the training of public- 
health personnel are among the provisions included in the public-health project, 
At the same time the World Health Organization (W.H,O.) is carrying on a steady 
campaign against yaws and syphilis, two prime scourges of Haiti, 


THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Dominican events this month were dominated by an attitude of distrust and 
suspicion against all powers in the Caribbean, The Dominican ambassador to 
the United States, Luis Francisco Thomen, enlarged upon previous accusations 
against single nations of conspiracy against the Government of the Dominican 
Republic, by supporting the statement of Peruvian Senator Ldépez de la Torre 
regarding an international plot to assassinate various heads of state in the 
hemisphere and to overthrow the governments of these states, The assassination 
of the Venezuelan Junta de Gobierno, Carlos Delgado Chalbaud, and the attempts 
on the lives of President Truman and Governor Munoz Marin of Puerto Rico, as 
well as the Nationalist revolt in the last-named.island, were all traced to a 
series of conspiratorial meetings at Havana, New York, Panama, and Barranquilla, 
Specifically, the Dominican accusations singled out Cuba, Costa Rica, Panama, 
and Mexicomthe latter was named as a source of arms for anti-Trujillo rebels, 
All of the above-named countries deny any Imowledge of such a plot, The 
Organization of American States was informed by Cuba of the accusations and of 
the lack of data apart from the statements of the Dominican ambassador and of 


the Peruvian senator, 
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The existence of this plot was first revealed in detail after the arrest 
and condemnation to two years of prison for subversive action of Miguel 
Estremadoyro, Peruvian businessman and alleged member of APRA and of the 
Caribbean Legion; both organizations were claimed to be leading the conspiracy, 
Estremadoyrots North Amcrican business partner, Howard R, Greenberg, was 
expelled from the Dominican Republic after questioning, 


On the basis of this alleged plot the amesty law (Hispanic American 
Report, Vol, III, No, 11) was repealed to allow for strict measures of internal 
security and to avoid the suspicion of indifference to the unsettled conditions 
in the Caribbean today, Early this month a ban on all civil or military air- 
craft flights across the southeast of the Dominican Republic by other than 
Dominican military planes was announced, also for sccurity purposes, 


Economic rivalry between the Dominican Republic and Cuba was added to the 
political tension when Ambassador Thomen suggested that Cuban would not lose if 
the Dominican Republic sold half its sugm crop in the United States, under a 
stable quota system, At present the Dominicun Republic is compelled to carry 
on a tri=Lateral trade with European nations, owinz to the handicap of a dollar 
currency, These nations are willing to sell to the Dominican Republic, but not . 
to buy from it; and Great Britnin, formerly the main purchaser of sugar, now 
favors its own colonies, Doridinican efforts at diversification of agriculture 
and industry have made great progress, but sugar remains the prime export crop, 
Since Cuba was able to sell more than its assigned quota of sugar in the United 
States, the Ambassador argued that Dominican sugar would also find a market in 
the U.S,, beyond the present 1% now sold there, 


Intensified land cultivation in the Province of Santiago was made possible 
by the cistribution of land to 17 additional farmers, bringing the total 
number of beneficiaries under President Trujillo's land distribution policy to 
3,028 farmers in this province, Irrigation projects in the Dominican Republic 
have increased from 7,440 acres to 176,480 in the last 20 years, Navarrete 
Canal, now under construction, will be the biggest irrigation canal in the West 
Indies, with a potential capacity of irrigating 31,000 acres, 


PUERTO RICO 


The violent Nationalist uprising of October 30-31 left about 30 dead, 
dozens of wounded, and a loss of several thousand dollars in property, The 
insular police and the lMational Guerd restored order in a few days, There was 
no need to proclaim martial law, The Government held the registration of voters 
on the scheduled dates, November 4-5, Some 157,000 new voters registered, 
including people who had reached the age of 21 since the last elections and 
people who had not registered before, No incidents were reported during the 
registration, The majority of the Nationalists and Communists arrested early 
this month have been released, Pedro Albizu Campos, top Nationalist leader, 1s 
still under orrest, together with other Nationalists directly involved in the 
assassinations and the destruction of property which took place during the 
uprising, The Government has fixed very high bail, that of Albizu Campos reach= 
ing about $100,000, Immediately after the uprising, Governor Munoz Marin called 
the Legislature into special session and recommended the approval of stricter 
laws azainst subversive movements, The Senate appointed a committee to investi- 
gate subversive activities and government employees who might be associated 


a 


with them, The chairman of the committee, Senator Heraclio Rivera, has stated 
thet the commission is not intcrested at all in investigating people affili-~ 
ated with political parties which recogiize the vote as the democratic expres- 
sion of the will of the people and as a means to organize and change any 
goveriment, Some government employees have been notified that “their services 
are no Longer needed," 


Gilberto Concepcion de Gracia, President of the Partido Independentista 
Pucrtorriquerio, protested against the arrest of leaders and members of his 
party, He claimed that thoy were arrested and their homes were searched with- 
out the necessary warrants, Concepej.én accused the Government of holding the 
voters’ resistration under a virtual state of martial law, and while the 
leaders and members of the P,I,P. were being orrested eon masse, Rafael Arjona 
Siaca, outstanding P,I,P, leader, has asked Dr, Concepcidén de Gracia to hold 
as soon as possible a special convention of the party to.mobilize its forces 
against the attempts being made by the government in power to silence all 
opposition, and against the “"undescribable governnental attempt to force the 
Puerto Rican people to constitute themselves inte a colony of another country," 


Early in November Tomés “énctez Mejias, President of the General Confeder- 
ation of Workers (C.G.T.-C.I.0,), made a violent attack against Popular 
Democratic legislators. He referred to them os bandits and thieves, A few 
days later the C,G.T,-C.I.0. expelled rnesto Ramos Antonini, the union's 
secretary of foreign affairs and Speaker of the Mouse of Representatives, The 
Legislature replicd with a motion of censure for ‘éndez Mejixs in which he was 
called persona non grata, Governor Munoz iiarin supported Ramos Antonini and 
the Legislature's action, Recently the C,G,T,-C,I.0.-—-a branch of the original 
Confederacién General de Trabajadores-=split into two groups, one headed by 
Pedro Vega Borrios and Ramos Antonini and the other by Méndez Mejias and 
Armando Rivero, Juan Sdez Corales, President of the Unidad General de 
Trabajadores (U.G.T.), referred to the action of the Legislature against Mejias 
as a "yery dangerous" one, since it implicd that no criticisms could be made.of 
the government, Sdez believes that such “cheap" politicians as Ramos Antonini 
are largely responsible for the division which exists today in Puerto Rico's 
labor movement, He also blamed Governor Munoz Marin and Méndez Mejias. 


The U.S, House of Representatives Subcommittee on Education and Labor, now 
visiting Puerto Rico, has found that in spite of the fact that the Island's 
budget for education during the year 1949-50 has been $23,086,740 (about 37% of 
the general budget) there is still great room for improvement throughout the 
entire cducational system, 


GRAN COLOMBIA 
VENEZUELA 


The assassination of Venezuela's Military Junta President, Lt, Col, Carlos 
Delgado Chalbaud, naturally invites speculation as to the underlying causes and 
probable political and economic consequences to Venezuela, 


Although Lt, Col, Delgado Chalbaud came into power as a result of a mili- 
tary coup that exiled Rémlo Gallegos, the country's first popularly elected 
president, he was far from being the typical strong-armed tyrant one would 


normally expect under the circumstances, Instead, he was one of the mildest 
of Latin American militarists, When he ousted Rémlo Gallegos in the blood- 
less revolution of November 1948, no one was hurt, The Accién Democrdtica 
party was dissolved, Congress ceased to function, some newspapers were closed, 
and some labor leaders were jailed--but on its first anniversary, the Junta 
reported that all political prisioners had been released, At the end of two 
years, the country seened to be getting along without the most flagrant abuses 
of dictatorsiiip and was showing both order and progress, ‘he United States 
maintained diplomatic relations with Venezuela on the promise that free 
elections would be held and international commitments honored, Although delay 
in holding clections had been regarded as stalling on the part of the Junta, 
an electoral committee had indeed been appointed to plan the statutes govern- 
ing the proposed election, 


Venezuclans as a whole were said to have accepted the military regime, 
and most business interests seemed content to adhere to the status quo, What 
opposition existed was considered weak and came mainly from former members of 
the Accion Democrdétics and a small group of Communists, Last May the govern- 
ment outlawed the.Commnist party after it was found responsible for a country- 
wide oil strike, and few known Commuuists remainee in the country, The sub- 
sequent supression of a number cf trade unions on the grounds that they were 
Commnist=-dominated might suegest thet unrest and suppression were more real 
than tight appear on the surface, 


Rafael Simén Urbina, Chalbaudts slayer, was known in Venezuela as the 
"perennial revolutionary." In 1927, while still a young man, he tried to 
overthrow Dictator Juan Vicente Gémez by organizing a naval expedition in 
Curagao and trying to land on the.west coast of Venezuela, ‘The cxpedition was 
destroyed by the dictator's forces, and Urbina managed to escape with his life, 
After the death of Gémez, Urbina returned from exile and was named governor of 
his home state of Falcén by the then=president General Fledzar Lépez Contreras, 
Atter the revolution of 1945, which was headed by the Accidén Democrdtica party, 
Urbina again went into exile, remaining in Colombia for several years, He had 
only recently returned from exile with Delgadots permission and did not seem 
to have any anti-government leanings, However, he and a score of men with hin, 
brought in from Falcén, were officially reported to have met in his home the 
night before at a "murder party" celebrating the projected assassination and 
to have been still under the influence of alcohol at the time of the crime, 
Most informed sources insist that the crime was strictly personal and had no 
political significance; however, investigation is still going on, and it is 
possible that he may have been connected with some of the Venezuelan exile 
groups, Peruvian Senator Lopez de la Torre and Dominican Ambassador to the U,5, 
Luis Francisco Thomen declared that the killing of Col, Delgado Chalbaud was 
the first of a series of assassinations of Latin American heads of state 
planned by the Caribbean Legion at a supposed secret meeting at Barranquilla, 


Colombia, 


Venezuclan public opinion can be summarized in the words of a doctor who 
said that “Urbina was a paranoiac who saw in Delgado the obstacle to the 
attainment of his rights."' According to this doctor, who asked that his name 
be withheld, Delgado had done a lot for Urbina, besides allowing him to return 
from cxile, and had no inkling of Urbinats state of mind, Most Venezuelans 
seemed relieved that Urbina was killed “while trying to escape," thus elim- 
nating the need of a trial which would have kept world attention focused on the 


assassinction, 


The remaining members of the Military Junta, Lt, Col, Felipe Llovera Paez 
and Lt, Col, Marcos Pérez Jiménez, declared a state of siege, arrested most.of 
the people implicated.in the assassination, and buried Delgado with full 
honors, efter posthumously promoting him to full colonel and conferring on him 
the Grand Collar of the Order of the Liberator, On November 24, the second 
anniversary of the Junta's assumption of power, they named civilian German 
Suarez Flamerich new president of the Junta, Flamerich was inauguarated.on 
November 28 and immediately announced his "firm determination to hold elections 
as soon as possible," The new president, who describes himself as a political 
independent, is only 43 years old and was serving as Venezucla's ambassador to 
Peru when he was recalled to assume his new post, 


Keonomically, the assurance of a stable government means that the mlti- 
million-dollar oil industry will be preserved and the exploitation of Guayana's 
rich iron deposits will go on through concessions granted to subsidiaries of 
U.S, Steel Corporation und Bethlehem Steel Company, All in all, the two-year 
period that the Military Junta government has been in power has been one of 
great accomplishnent in the fields of eCucation, housing, agriculture, health, 
public works, and social security, and also in *inance, where a net surplus of 
$68,850,000 was shown at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1950, 
Thus it would seem that conditioius were never more auspicious for holding 
popular elections, 


December 3 was National Census Day in Venezuela and to insure an accurate 
count, free circulation of people was prohibited for a period of six hours 
throughout the country. 


The textile industry, with official backing, is sending a commission to 
the U,S, Government to request a special cotton quota of approximately 5 mil- 
lion kilograms for Venezuela, They appealed to the Minister of Development, 
explaining the need for a supply of cotton large enough to guarantee constant 
activity to the textile mills, According to them, the 2,500 bales imported 
froi the U,5, has not been adequate to supply their needs, 


According to statistics recently released by the U,S, Department of 
Commerce, Venezuela was the principal South American importer of U.S, products 
during the month of May 1950, with imports totaling $29,5 million, Last year's 
monthly average was $4.9 million, Colombia was second with a total of $22.8 
million and Brazil third with $20,8 million, 


Preparations for the great Venezuelan Fair and Exposition of 1950=51 are 
going ahead at an accelerated pace, Plans call for a December opening, hence 
the 1950=51 designation, and the directors are determined to open on time, The 
Fair is located at the foot of Mt, Avila, near Altamira and Castellana, The 
grounds will be in the shape of the map of Venezuela and each state will be 
assigned a spot corresponding to its location on the map, 


The main purpose of the Exposition is to show how each state has pro- 
gressed in science, art, agriculture, and industry, Each state will be honored 
on a special day and will given the opportunity to present a program of 
regional folklore, 


One of the main attractions in the science exhibits will be a television 
station built in Venczucla, except for a few parts imported from the U,5, 
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This station will televize some of the events and transmit them to receivers 
strategically placed in the vicinity, 


COLOMBIA 


The International Court of Justice has issued its decision on the 
Colombian=Peruvian dispute over the asylum of Haya de la Torre, but the con- 
troversy still rages over whether or not Colombia is obliged to turn the 
Aprista leader over to Peruvian authorities, Colombia considered the court’s 
ruling on this matter ambiguous and therefore, called for an interpretation; 
but the court refused since this was not one of the questions submitted for its 
consideration, On those questions submitted the court ruled 1) that accord- 
ing to the Havana Treaty of 1928 on political asylum, Colombia did not have 
the right to grant asylum in its embassy to the Aprista leader because the 
conditions under which he sought refuge did not’ constitute an emergency 
situation in which he was in danger of violence, and 2) that Colombia did not 
have the exclusive right to decide whether or not Haya sould have the right of 
asylum, However, on the third issue the court agreed that the crime of which 
he was accused was political and not of a criminal nature, 


Colombia seems to base its arguments on this third ruling and to disregard 
the clause regarding the emergency charactcr of the asylum, although the treaty 
of Havana does not recognize asylum even for political refugees except in 
urgent cases, Peru is now demanding the release of Haya de la Torre to its 
officials, while Colombia will not relcase him, unless so ordered by the court, 
which refuses to consider that question at all, 


Several suggestions have been presented for handling this question of 
vital concern to Latin American nations, Cuba is trying to initiate action 
which would bring the case before the 0,4,5,, while Manuel Seoane, the leader 
of the Apristas in Chile, recommends turning it over to the president of one of 
the Latin American republics for arbitration, Guatemala has invited the 
foreign ministers of the various republics to meet to discuss the matter and to 
take some concerted attitude toward the case, Colombia itself suggests an 
international court in the Western Hemisphere to try such cases, since European 
judges seem not to understand the traditions of Hispanic Amcrican law and the 
necessity for such securities as the right of asylum, Some officials have ex- 
pressed the fear that this controversy will weaken the prestige of the Inter- 
national Court in the eyes of Latin American nations and will seriously under- 
mine the agreement reached in Bogota in 1948 to turn such matters over to a 
neutral court and to abide by its decision, 


Although the Colombian nation, irrespective of political party, is united 
in supporting the government’s position on the Haya de la Torre case, in other 
phases of the political scene there is no such support. The Conservative gov- 
ernment received with concern the Liberal manifesto of non=collaboration, 
abstention, and civil opposition to the present regime, Theorctically this 
would assure the Conservatives of homogeneous assemblies in the coming elections, 
for which as yet no date has been fixed, but within the ranks of the party there 
is also dissension, Some of the extreme rightists are dissatisfied with the 
policy which the government is following: Various of the present cabinet 
members are expected to resign early in December in order to be able to run for 
seats in the Senate or Chamber of Deputies, Minister of Commerce JM, 
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Villarreal has already resigned, and the work of the ministry has been assigned 
to the Minister of Petroleum until a new minister is appointed, It was 
announced earlier that his resignation would not be accepted, Villarreal will 
return to his post on the Conservative party's national committce, 


Another dispute within the Conservative party developed between Gilberto 
Alzate Avendano, president of the national Conservative directorate and one of 
the possible candidates in the next presidential elections, and Julidn Cock 
Escobar, National Registrar, The affair, which resulted in Cock’s resignation, 
arose when Cock declared that the coming elections should be postponed, since 
weaknesses in the electoral system would render the results inaccurate, In 
general the party does not want to postpone the clections, After some name- 
calling and accusations on both sides, President Laureano Gémez himself recom- 
mended that Cock*s resignation be requested, The Liberal newspapers had backed 


Cock and considered him an impartial functionary, 


Apparently the government also has other worries, for it has at least 
partially closed its fronticrs with lcuador and Venezuela, according to critics 
of the government, for fear that hostile support within Colombia might recruit 
from other countries and start a revolution, Such uneasiness, which has 
resulted from the recent assassination of Delgado Chalbaud in Venezuela, has 
been felt in those countries whose governments are not in accord with the con- 
stitution and which are not the result of free elections, The Foreign Ministry 
denied that the borders were closed and stated that border permits between 
Colombia and Ecuador simply have been suspended temporarily. 


[ilscwhere on the international scene Colombia offered for the use of the 
U.N, forces in Korea an infantry battalion of some 1,080 specially trained men 
from the regular army, The offer was made November 14; earlier the government 
had issued a decree providing for their maintenance and pay and other measures 
connected with military personnel, In view of past experience and recent 
developments, however, it is doubtful that they will actually arrive where they 
arc needed, Colombia entered the international picture again when it sent 
Guillermo Leén Valencia and José Maria de Guzmdn to Spain, the former as ambas- 
sador and the latter as first secretary of embassy, Other diplomatic appoint- 
ments and changes have also been made recently, Juis Carreno Mallarino was 
appointed Colombian consul general in New York; Lt, Commander Demetrio Salamanca 
Quijano’was appointed Colombian Naval Attaché in Washington, Diego Garcés 
Giraldo, who was named Ambassador to Venezuela after A, Barrera Parra resigned, 
is expected to assume this post on December 22, The Colombian Legation in the 
Dominican Republic was raised to the rank of Embassy, the new Ambassador being 


Herando Sorzano, 


In an interview, the new consul general in New York stated that the 
Colombian Government is interested in the development of new industries and the 
expansion of old ones, and in the revision of the Currie plan, especially that 
section referring to the Paz del Rio stcel plant (Hispanic American Report, Vol. 
III, No, 11), His report seems to be born out by the activities of Colombia in 
the economic field, A German technician, Herr Vass, recently arrived in Bogota 
to arrange for a concession to exploit the soft coal mines in the Cauca Valley 
in exchange for constructing an aerial cable between Cali and Buenaventura, which 
would be destined to transport coal and other mincrals, The cost would approxi~’ 
mate $5 million, ‘Thomas Fraser, a coal mining engineer and expert from the U.5., 
also went to Bogotd to assess plans for the exploitation of the coal resources 
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of the country, On November 22, a concession was to be granted to the 
Tropical Oil Company to build an oil pipeline between Bogota and Puerto Salgar, 
which is expected to bring great benefits to oil consumers in the interior of 
the country, The estimated cost for this project is $6 million, The govern- 
ment also approved a resolution which authorized the president of the National 
Industrial Congress to contract European technicians to instruct Colombian 
workers in those branches in which they are most deficient, 


Carreno also stated that the government is stimulating cotton cultivation, 
preparing new areas and improving existing ones, with the aim of reducing 
imports in the near future, However, at present Colombia is still supplying 
its textile mills with U.S, cotton, Just this month Zuleta Angel was in 
Washington trying to secure 76,800 more bales, in addition to the 30,000 bales 
allowed on Colombia's quota up to March, 


ECUADOR 


On November 16, it was reported that the border dispute mission, con- 
sisting of the military attachés of the United States, Brazil, Argentina, and 
Chile, had arrived on the scene and was ready to begin its inspection of the 
72 square kilometers of territory involved in the disagreement between Peru 
and Ecuador (Hispanic American Report, Vol, III, No, 11). 


During November, an army court-martial sentenced two army officers to 
dishonorable discharge and a year of imprisonment for participation in the 
revolt of last July 15, Thirty-six officers of the Civil Guard were liberated 
from prison after their acquittal on similar charges, but Uarlos Guevara 
Moreno, alleged leader of the revolt, is yet to be brought to trial, 


A good example of international cooperation is found in the joint enter- 
prise of Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela known as the Greater Colombian Fleet, 
Ecuador recently received a check for the sum of $72,400 as its pro rata share 
of the annual dividends of this intergovernmental corporation, The check was 
handed to President Galo Plaza at a ceremony attended by diplomats from the 
other two member nations, 


The foreign trade of Ecuador will be considerably enhanced by two agree- 
ments just concluded, A commercial agreement signed with Canada provides for 
mutual concessions on the leading exports of each country which are expected 
to increase Ecuadorean exports by several. million dollars, Cuba has agreed 
to adntit bananas from Ecuador without duty for a period of 60 days, As it is, 
Guayaquil permits issued last September for both imports and exports reached a 
level-nearly double that of the same month a year ago, and the trend is upward, 
Cacao, coffee, rice, and bananas, in the order named, are the leading export 


items, 


On November 28, the task of taking the first national census was begun, 
following a year of preparation which involved the thorough training of 10,000 
census takers in the details of their dutics, Churchmen and school teachers 
have been helpful in explaining the importance of the census to the masses and 
in dissipating fears that the private life of the citizen would be invaded by 


callous intruders armed with pad and pencil, 
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Ecuador was chosen by the Congress of History, Geography, and Cartography, 
during its recent meeting in Santiago de Chile, as the future seat of its com- 
mittee on Anthropology and Archaeology, The Congress also selected a hill 
outside the city of Quito as the site of the Pan American Astronomical 
Observatory which is to be built with funds furnished by all of the American 


countries, 


PACIFIC COAST REPUBLICS 
PERU 


A decision rendered on November 20 by the International Court of Justice 
failed to solve the Latin American cause célébre of Victor Rail Haya de la 
Torre, At November's end, consequently, Haya de la Torre continued his 
uncertain exdstence within the confines of the Colombian Bubassy, while the 
legal battle between Peru and Colombia over the APRA chieftain raged unabated, 


issentially, the Internetional Court ruled that although Haya de la Torre 
was a political refugee, Colombia had no right to decide his status without 
consulting Peru, though the court clso ruled that Peru was not bound to 
give him a safce-conduct out of the country, it rejected a Peruvian contention 
that he was accused of a common-law crime, Peruts charge that the granting of 
asylum to Haya de la Torre contravened Latin-.imeiican treaties on the question 
was upheld by the court, however, which fact led to Peruvian demands that the 
Aprista leader be surrendered at once by Colombia, These demands were rejected 
by Colombia on the grounds that were it to release Haya de la Torre all of 
Latin America would be aroused, 


Obviously, much more than the life of Haya de la Torre was at stake, The 
traditional Hispanic American custom of granting political asylum was itself 
involved by the court's decision, Furthermore, owing to the following that 
Haya de la Torre has among the poverty-stricken millions of Hispanic America, 
the final outcome of the case centering on the leader of the non-Communist but 
left-wing APRA movement is certain to be an important development in Hispanic 


American politics, 


Interruption of traffic along Arequip: Avenue, where the Colombian Embassy 
is located, continued, A tight police guard was maintained in that area, but 
the Peruvian Government asserted that it was primarily to prevent the outbreak 
of disorder in the vicinity of a friendly diplomatic embassy, 


Some ground has been gained by the Odria regime in its colonization plans, 
The Tingo Maria region, earlier settled by a nucleus of technicians and special= 
ized workers from Italy, is doing well, It has been aided by concessions | 
granted to the Italo-Agricultural Industrial Society by the Peruvian Government, 
and its farmers are reported to have successfully developed agriculture and 


livestock adapted to tropical climates, 


Recent studies have also been carried out in the field by a scientific 
expedition that was dispatched to the Central Valley of the Huallara River, 
under the joint auspices of UNESCO and the Peruvicn Government, This expedi- 
tion reported that area as being favorable for colonization and the development 
of industry, The chairman of the Italian Institute of Labor Credit, Vitorio 
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Ronceci, also consulted certain members of the Odria government, Ronccits trip 
to Peru is connected with the execution of a vast.work of colonization with 


Italian immigrants, 


The development of Peruvian industry was implemented during November when 
the Forum of Chemical Industries was started, Chemical industries have a 
preferential place in Peruts present plans for industrial development, hence 
the importance that was attached to the chemical industries? conference, Work 
also started on installation of the International Petroleum Company's plant in 
Pisco, The Peruvian government is at present contracting many engineers to 
prepare specialized reports which are intended to provide information for the 
Klein Commission, On November 14 Walter Stopp of the Failing Engineering 
Company of Enid, Oklahoma delivered to the Minister of Public Works and Devel~ 
opment, José del C, Cabrejos, various plans bearing on Peruts industrial 
development, They involved establishment of a steel industry in coordination 
with the Corporacién Peruana del Santa, increase of Peruts coal production, 
and the building of verious ammoniac, sodivm carbonate, explosives, and paper 
plants, His plans will presumably be incorporated into the report of the 
Klein Cormission, which is to be presented to the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development, in support of Peruts applications for credits to 
enable development of the above-mentioned industries, 


It was claimed by the regime of General Odria that its recently introduced 
price policies had already insured normality in the supply and trade of wheat, 
rice, edible fats, meat, and milk, The Minister of Agriculture announced, as 
an example, that a good regular-size loaf of bread was selling for 15 centavos 
in Lima and other cities, Production of a smaller and even cheaper loaf has 
been gradually increased, With the aid of provincial and dairy ecuncils, the 
Ministry of Agriculture is keeping a careful watch over market places and 
retail trade in Peru in an effort to check undue price increases or any other 
illicit practices in the sale of necessity articles, 


BOLIVIA 


The most important problem facing Bolivia is the situation in the tin 
market, which is the basis of Bolivia's economy, This month the price of tin 
hit an all-time high on November 9, of $1.55 per fine pound, The next day, 
however, the price dropped, and the final quotation of the month was $1.41, 
During the first three weeks of the month a conference of 23 nations was held 
in Geneva to discuss the problem of stabilizing the price of the metal now so 
important to the concerted war effort, The meeting was, unfortunately a fail- 
ure, This was due, according to the Bolivian delegate, R, Quereiazu Calvo, to 
the divergence of national interests and the lack of a sincere desire to accom= 
plish anything constructive, 


Another serious economic problem is that of food, Since the government 
fixed what was considered to be too low a price for potatocs, the land-owners 
did not plant enough to take care of the countryts needs, and consequently 
there is now a potato shortage, The government is planning to import a supply 
from the United States to carry the country over until spring, There is also 
a shortage of coffee because the growers can get a better price for their 
product in the export market than they would receive in Boiivia, The country 
will therefore be forced to import coffee from Brazil if suitable arrangements 
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can be made, Blame for this situation has been placed upon the government's 
policy of trying to create a directed economy, 


The political scene is equally crowed, The resignation on November 7 of 
the Minister of Economics, Luis Nardin Rivas, precipitated a cabinet crisis 
which threatened to disrupt the government, The situation was saved when a 
revolutionary plot was discovered, The revolution was to have taken place on 
November 14, at five in the evening, It was formmlated by elements of the 
M.N.R, (Movimento Nacionalista Revolucionario), the Falange Socialista 
Boliviana, and the RADEPA; and was led by ex-Captain Ronant Monje Roca and ex- 
Lieutenant Flavio Luizaga, The plan was to concentrate on La Paz and from 
there to spread out over the entire country, Once the plan was discovered, a 
state of siege was declared by the government in order to prevent any future 
outbreaks, 


The declaration of the state of siege caused mich comment, The most no- 
table was the open ietter sent to Minister Luis Ponce Lozada by Demetrio 
Canelas, director of Los Tiempos of Cochabamba, He regarded the declaration 
as a subterfuge on the part of the govermnent to cover up its incompetence and 
to stifle the growing opposition, 


In regard to the increasing dissatisfaction, conferences of the opposition 
parties have been held in the past few months with the aim of joining forces to 
defeat the government in the coming clections of May 1951, The most important 
of these conferences was held during the last weeks of November, The probable 
outcome of it will be, according to rumor, the formation of the Frente Unido 
Nacional, whose membership will be composed of partisans of the Partido Liberal, 
the Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario, the Falange Socialista Boliviana, 
the Partido Social Democradtico, and various political independents, such as 
Demetrio Canelas, who are.dissatisfied with the policies of President Mamerto 
Urriolagoitiats government, On the last day of the month, however, the Partido 
Liberal issued an open letter in which it declared that it preferred to remain 


independent of any such movement, 


Other political parties are having their difficulties, The Partido 
Iaquierda Revolucionario Socialista, whose main sphere of operations has been 
the Cochabamba region is suffering from internal strife caused by a conflict of 
ideologies, Unless the party is able to select a leader whom all are willing 
to follow, it will have to forego taking part in the elections, The government 
party, the Partido de Unidén Republicana Socialista, has not yet decided upon 
its candidate, but its chief, Carlos Lépez Arce, hag indicated that the doors 
are open to all who are genuinely interested in the democratic way of life for 


Bolivia, 


CHILE 


President Gonzalez Videla and government leaders have been conferring with 
the Development Corporation (a Chilean Reconstruction Finance Corporation) and 
with various industrialists on the subject of increasing the industrial capacity 
of Chile, Gonzdlez Videla was consulted by the director of the Antofogasta 
Mining Center about utilizing gases which are a by-product of the mining 
industrics in that area and developing water power for more industries there; 
Italian capital amounting to 1,200 million lire would finance this project 
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and forego the necessity of resorting to the waters of Lake Titicaca for 
power, a suggestion which has lost much of its appeal since promulgated last 
July (Hispanic American Report, Vol, III, No, 8), The President also took a 
hand in deciding that El Corral steel plant, which has been operating only 
sporadically and was in danger of being abandoned, would be leased to the 
Huachipato plant, which operates under the Chilean Development Corporation, 
the Central Bank, the U.S, Koppers Company, and the Export-Import Bank, 
Other foreign capitalists interested in founding a steel-mesh weaving com- 
pany and an asphalt floor-tile manufacturing corporation are initiating con- 
versations with Gonzalez Videla, 


Few trade developments of unusual importance occurred durinf November, 
An initial shipment of 8,000 tons of nitrates was dispatched from Chile to 
Japan, the first shipment since before World War II, Another export was 
that of 30,000 tons of Chilean coal to Argentina, The biggest purchase of 
the month was that of two United States 10,000-ton cruisers, the "Savannah" 
and the "Brooklyn", both of war fame, Chile acquired them for an estimated 


$4 million, 


In the senatorial election held on November 26, the Partido Liberal 
candidate, Arturo Matte Larrain upset once-favored Carlos Vial Espantoso of 
the Partido Social Cristiano Corservador by winning the senatorial seat in 
the province of Santiago, The vote for Larrain was 85,445 as compared with 
70,481 for Vial Espantoso, 17,922 for Comminist-sponsored candidate Ortega, 
9,251 for Partido Socialista Tomas Chadwick, and 8,257 for the Partido 
Feminista candidate, Senora Marfa de la Cruz, 


Feeling had been running high against ex-Minister of Finance Carlos 
Vial Espantoso following attacks upon him by rival parties for having pre- 
sumably discharged 16 veteran employees of the daily, EL Imparcial, in which 
he has part interest, and for his professed belief that the Catholic Church 
should not be permitted to impose its religious and moral precepts on 
children or adolescents by legal action (compulsory religious education in 
the public schools), A short time later, the Partido Radical and the Partido 
Agrario=-Laborista decided to back Arturo Matte Larrain in place of Vial, with 
the resultant success of that candidate, There was no violence in the sena- 
torial elections of Santiago, 


In the international field, Senator Carlos Ibdnez del Campo visited 
Buenos Aires and lauded Argentine President Juan Perén for his grant of new 
social rights to citizens of that country and added a campaign speech for 
himself as an opening to the Chilean presidential election to be held in 


September 1952, 


Students of the Instituto Pedagdégico of the State University held a 
large ceremony on November 7 in which the 33rd anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution was honored, The laudatory speeches, enthusiasm for Russian songs, 
and general pro=Russian feeling caused a great many criticisms of the Rector 
of the University, Dr, Juvenal Hernandez, for permitting the gathering. 


It was announced on November 3 that Chile would resume diplomatic rela- 
tions with Yugoslavia after a three-year official break between the two coun- 
tries, Moreover, it was announced that a naval frigate and thirty aircraft 
with 100 men would be sent to Korea to join the United Nations forces, 


RIVER PLATE REPUBLICS 
ARGENTINA 


Stanton Griffis' pro-Perdén speech delivered in New York in October 
(Hispanic American Report, Vol, III, No, 11) has had intense repercussions in 
Argentina, The pro-government press in general applauded the address, but 
opposition groups denounced it heatedly, in one case charging that the Am- 
bassador's "propaganda" in defense of the Peronista regime smacked of down- 
right intervention in Argentina's internal politics, The most pronounced 
reaction seems to have been aroused by the ambassadorial speculation that per- 
haps Argentina lacks preparation for effective democracy as it is known in the 
United States, This suggestion followed his complaint about the harsh atti- 
tude of the American press toward the Argentine regime, The American press, 
he said, bases its jidgment solely upon the absence of certain individual and 
press freedoms in Argentina and deduces that thesezestrictions are proof that 
everything in Argentina is going badly, La Prensa expressed doubt that 
Griffis was very well acquainted with Argentine history of the past 80 years, 
in which time, the newspaper maintained, the country had developed a general 
and political culture which other western nations could envy. Laws restrict- 
ing freedom were entirely out of place in a country of such an "advanced 
evolution,” La Prensa further suggested that these liberties had been re- 
spected in the U,S, at times when American insitutions and society were in a 
less advanced stage of evolution than present-day Argentina. In this regard, 
the newspaper pointed out the discrepancy between Griffis* views and those 
professed by Assistant Secretary of State Edward Miller before the October 
Press Conference (Hispanic American Report, Vol, III, No. 11), Mr. Miller up- 
held the inviolability of press freedom, and pointed out that freedom of the 
press in the U,°, preceded the nation's independence, As for Mr, Griffis* 
statement that an enormous population of German and Italian descent had caused 
Argentina to be for a long time a thorn in the side of the Allies during World 
War II, La Prensa suggested that he mst have been misinformed as to the ideas 
and sentiments of the majority of Argentines, since a state of siege at that 
time prevented any expression of Argentine solidarity with the Allies, 


It was reported in November that Mr, Griffis would soon be named Ambas- 
sador to Spain, In this position he may have the chance to continue his 
efforts in behalf of the thesis, professed in his October speech, that true 
friendship between nations should derive primarily from their commercial re- 
lations, Meantime, the $125 million Export-Import Bank credit granted to 
Argentina last May (Hispanic American Report, Vol, III, No, 6), one of the 
principal accomplishments of Mr, Griffist program to complete the U,S,- 
Argentine rapprochement begun after the war, has finally been formalized, 
Backing up the Ambassador's position in regard to financial aid to Argentina, 
the State Department has itself admitted that the purpose of the loan is 
principally to bail out United States traders who otherwise would have little 
chance of collecting on Argentina’s debts to them, Mr, Miller's public state- 
ments have repeatedly emphasized that Argentina was important to us, and that 
by “working with Argentina, recognizing the tendency that has been manifesting 
itself there, we can be better friends," The conditions for the agreement 


remain the same as those announced in May. 


As a result of the credit to Argentina and defense demands in the U,5S., 
commercial experts in Washington are optimistic as to the possibilities of 
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future intensification of U,S,-Argentine trade, For the time being they ex- 
es the present level of trade, more than double that of 1949, to continue, 
hese prospects are qualified, however, by the observation that about half of 
the U,S, imports from Argentina have consisted of wool, These imports may be 
steadily reduced in volume and value in the future, since Argentina is be- 
lieved to have sold a large part of its wool reserves, Otherwise, American 
demand for Argentine wool, cattle hides, tung-oil and quebracho is expected to 
continue, Experts also anticipate an increased level of U.S, exports to 
Argentina, U.S, exporters and manufacturers are now in a condition, as a re- 
sult of the Export-Import Bank loan, to extend new credits to Argentine im- 
porters, They in turn will probably speed up their purchases of essential 
American goods before U.S, defense requirements make them unavailable, 


Notwithstanding the success of the credit in promoting an entente 
cordiale between the U.S, and Argentina, the relations of the two countries 
are not entirely harmonious, One event during the month that momentarily 
stunned the sensitive Peronista press, which dislikes Yankee "presumption," 
was the announcement of a trip planned by an American Senate Committee to 
Latin America to investigate the strength of Communism in the hemisphere, La 
Epoca compared the American Senate with the Senate of the Roman Empire which 
sent out proconsuls for world conquest, and protested, not unreasonably, that 
"we do not understand why, if the Washington Senate and President Truman him- 
self need information about Communist activities in this part of the contin- 
ent, they do not ask for it from the United Nations or the Organization of 
American States, which, being international organizations, would not inter- 
fere with the sovereignty of the Latin American countries, The investigation 
would then be made in approved [form]." The State Department’s new approach 
to the problem of countering Communist threats in the hemisphere is less 
likely to give offense to independent-minded Latin American nations than that 
used by the Senate, though perhaps destined to be no more effective, The 
State Department stresses the policy of maintaining friendly relations with 
Latin American governments especially those of countries such as Mexico, 
Brazil, and Argentina which are considered most vital to Allied defense, In 
addition, according to Milton Bracker in the New York Times, greater stress is 
henceforth to be laid upon gaining the “respect and support," rather than the 
mere friendship, of the hemisphere nations through the United States Informa- 
tion and Educational Exchange program, The idea appears to be "to get the 
United States" way of life across to Latin America," with increased emphasis 
"throughout the hemisphere on the direct challenge that Soviet Communism poses 
to the free world," Mr, Bracker indicates that one intention is to make at 
least half of all the motion pictures provided by the United States Information 
and Educational Exchange program bear directly on the Communist issue, Another 
intention is to get more material into the hands of organized labor groups, In 
Argentina, for example, weekly labor bulletins are now mailed to the 14 labor 
publications in the country, The bulletins report on labor developments in the 
U.5., but avoid including items concerning the bad relations between Perdn'’s 
Labor Confederation and organized labor in the U,S, | 


Another episode which disturbed the composure of La Epoca and of other 
Peronista backers was the effort made in several American sectors to have 
Argentina classified as "totalitarian," and thus included under the Federal 
Security Law passed by the U,S, Congress in October for the purpose of keeping 
political undesirables out of the United States, One example of the wrath 
aroused among the Peronistas against these "insults" to Argentina was a 
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furious attack by La Epoca on the New York Times, In one of its dispatches, 
the Times raised the question of the application of the Security Law to the 
totalitarian Argentine regime, La Epoca considered this story a libel against 
"a nation which is leading the world in the art of liberating people from Com- 
munist infection," and denounced the New York Times as a newspaper that 
"functions at the service of absolute plutocracy and is financed by capitalism, 
without fatherland or flag," 


In contrast to the récent increased U,5, restrictions orl entrance visas, 
Argentina has pointedly been removing many of its requirements, On October 24, 
a government decree eliminated all visa requisites (along with the troublesome 
obligation to register with the police within 72 hours after arrival in the 
‘ country) for tourists who are citizens of any of the American republics, This 
: is probably a bid to capture a larger share of visitors during the tourist 
i season just beginning, The new disposition allows a three month's stay in the 
country and can be renewed for an equal time, The regime probably considers it 
a very happy coincidence that its measure should come pregisely at this time, 
thus emphasizing the contrast between what it would like to present before 
inter-American eyes as a liberal Argentine regime and an inceasingly intolerant 
U.S, Government, 


More important than this new measure for attracting tourists is the in- 
creased emphasis being given to a policy of encouraging permanent immigration 
to Argentina, Reports in October spoke of the arrival up to that time of 500 
Italians a day in Buenos Aires, while in November the number of arrivals is 
reported to have been even larger, Italians and Spaniards are the principal 
newcomers, while one dispatch mentions 127 Japanese brought to Argentina by 
relatives, It is indicated in the news reports that the majority of the 
Italians and Spaniards are skilled workers, A token gesture toward settling 
the immigrants upon their own land was the distribution during the month of 
September of fiscal land among almost 2,500 people, including 148 foreign and 
300 Argentine families, This land is located in the territories of Rio Negro, 
Neuquén, Misiones, Chaco, and Formosa, it is interesting to note that accord- 
ing to the National Statistical Bulletin, which appeared on November 22 after a 
two=ycar blackout, Argentina added 400,000 immigrants to its population between 
January 1, 1948 and Auguat 31, 1950, an average of 12,500 a month, The bulle- 
tin further reveals that according to this year*s census, the Republic's 
present population as of August 31, stood at 17,180,000 inhabitants, A sixth 
of the population is classified as being over 50 years of age, Also studied in 
the Statistical Bulletin released by the Ministry of Technical Affairs were the 
questions of wages, cost of living, and production, 


URUGUAY 


Preliminary returns of the National Election Board show the Colorado party 
holding a substantial lead in the November 26 general elections, Official and 
private sources are confident that the final returns of December 15 will reveal 
that this party, which has been in power since 1865, will again be victorious 
(Hispanic American Report, Vol, III, No. 7 & No, 8), Preliminary returns, which 
did not include 62,889 absentee ballots, showed that 66% of the eligible 
Uruguayan voters had gone to the polls and had given the Colorado party 
370,857 out of the 770,559 votes cast, The Nationalist party, the chief rival 
of the Colorado party, polled 216,434 votes, 
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The struggle for leadership within the Colorado party was the most inter- 
esting feature of the presidential campaign, The party had long been split 
into a number of small parties built on personal loyalties, In this campaign 
the party was divided into three distinct factions, each of which had its own 
presidenticl candidate (Hispanic American Report, Vol, III, No. 7 & No. 8), 
These candidates were Eduardo Blanco Acevedo, Andrés Martinez Trueba, and César 
Mayo Gutiérrez, and the elections resulted in a closely contested race between 
the last two, At latest report, Martinez Trueba, who is backed by President 
Batlle Berres, had a lead of 5,741 votes over his rival, Most politicians, in- 
cluding candidate Mayo Gutiérrez, who congratulated Martinez Trueba upon his 
"“victory,'* felt that the absentce votes not yet received.would not alter the 
present standings, 


Asin 1946, the Nationalist party*s sole candidate, Luis Alberto de 
Herrera, received more votes than any of the other contestants but lost the 
of the Uruguayan electoral system (Hispanic American Report, 
Vol, III, No, @). 


Actually, the most vital question voted upon in the general election con- 
cerned the selection of 99 deputies and 30 senators, The Colorado party has 
not had a parlimentary majority during the presidency of Batlle Berres and has 
had to give in to the demands of other parties in legislative functions, The 
party hopes that the recently; concluded elections will give them a majority so 
that they may be able to effect legislation which they believe is necessary to 
the welfare of the country, 


The Last question voted upon in the elections involved a constitutional 
reform of the voting system, A new direct electoral s}stem was proposed where- 
by the president would be elected by plurality vote, Curiousiy enough, the 
Nationalist party did little campaigning on this measure, although the party’s 
members believed that the defeat of the Colorado party could be achieved only 
if this voting system were used, The proposed reform was defeated at the polls, 


A peaceful and free campaign and election, in the best tradition of 
Uruguayan democracy, was the rule, Exceptions were scattered demonstrations 
against Communists, who were trying to retain five seats in the Chamber of 
Deputies and one seat in the Senate; a minor shooting fray in the Brazilian 
border town of Rivera; and the 24 hour suspension of a radio station which 
transmitted a false statement predicting the retirement of Martinez Trueba from 
the presidential race, This false statement was made on a program sponsored by 
the Nationalist party, and the law permitted the suspension of the radio station 


for this offense, 


Shortly before the elections, Minister of Foreign Relations César Charlone, 
Minister of Education Oscar Secco, and Minister of Health Carlos Viana 
Aranguaren resigned from their posts, These three ministers were members of the 
Blanco=Acevedo faction of the Colorado party, which faction had repeatedly at- 
tacked the government of Batlle Berres, Their resignations came a day after the 
newspaper, La Accién, which favors Batlle Berres, suggested that the President 
demand their resignations, The President immediately appointed Alberto 
Dominguez Cdmpora and Camido Fabini respectively as Ministers of Foreign Rela- 
tions and of Health and deferred the appointment of a new Minister of Education 
until efter the elections, 
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PARAGUAY 


A slight decrease in the cost-of-living index during October and November 
may be the first indication of the future success of the Chaves government's 
present attempt to curb inflation, Strict ‘export and import controls are in 
effect (Hispanic American Report, Vol. III, No, 7, No. 10, & No, 11), especial- 
ly upon exports of basic food commodities, In line with this policy, the 
Chaves administration has promised to decontrol commodities as soon as domestic 
demands are met, and he has allowed the exportation of tobacco and vegetable 
oils. 


Another prese of the anti-inflation program is the present curtailment of 
financial expenditures by the government, Moreover, the Ministry of Finance 
has informed all government departments that their budgetary requests for 1951 
must conform to the government's need to exercise “maximum economy." 


Meanwhile, the President is attempting to improve Paraguay’s international 
exchange by the prompt payment of obligations in Argentina, England, and the 
United States, However, there is a great deal of resistance to the present 
program, in spite of strict government surveillance and severe penalties, 
Paraguayan cattle and flour are being smggled into Brazil because of higher 
prices paid by the Brazilians, Moreover, exports continue to move slowly, 
mainly because of the expectation of more favorable exchange rates, but also 
because of resistance on the part of many traders to any type of control. 


BRAZIL 


Although the election of Getulio Vargas to the presidency has been accept- 
ed by most of Brazil as a fait accompli, certain elements of the opposition 
seem determined to fight to the very last before admitting defeat, Still seek- 
ing some legal means of preventing Vargas from taking office, they have turned 
to a provision in the electoral law which states that the majority principle is 
to prevail in the election of the president, vice-president, state governors, 
senators, and deputies, The dispute arises from the fact that in Portuguese 
"majority" may mean “absolute majority" or "plurality", Led by a faction of 
the Uniao Democrdtica Nacional (U,D.N,), the opposition claims the majority 
principle means that the victorious candidate mst receive an absolute majority, 
or 50% plus one of the total votes cast, Getiilio, and incidentally nearly all 
of the other candidates affected by the provision, failed to do this, A great 
deal of talk and debate has been generated by the contention, but it is ex- 
tremely unlikely that anything else will come of it, as it would be virtually 
impossible to apply such an interpretation to a direct election in a mlti- 
party country like Brazil. Government officials announced that the decision of 
the polls and the Superior Electoral Court would be respected, As yet the 
Court has not issued a final, authoritative report on the election results be- 
cause of delays in ballot-counting in several states, In its unofficial 
announcements, however, it has observed the principle of the simple plurality. 
Many prominent political and military leaders, including General Goes Monteiro, 
José Américo de Almeida, Oswaldo Aranha, and the defeated presidential candidate 
Brigadier Eduardo Gomes, publicly rejected the argument in favor of an absolute 
majority, Gettilio declared his faith in the integrity of the Superior Elec- 
toral Court and in the support of the armed forces, 
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The presentation of a proposal to extend the present session of Congress 
to January 31, or even beyond that date, has been denounced as another ruse to 
prevent the inauguration of Vergas, Proponents of the measure to extend the 
congressional term beyond January 31 argue that since the mandates of the 
present members expire on the 3lst and the new congress does not convene until 
March 15, the country will be without any legislative body in the interim 
period, ‘he proposal was sent to the Congressional Committee on the Constitu- 
tion and Justice for a decision as to its legality. A third of the deputies 
were reported in favor of at least extending the present session to January 31. 
The Chamber would use this additional time to examine charges of fraud in the 
October 3 elections, A committee has already been appointed to study the 
merits of the present electoral process and to survey the conduct of the elec- 
tion for any evidence of irregularities, 


Loud repercussions from_the election continued to be heard in the states 
of Pard, Alag6as, and Maranhao, where the disturbances became so serious that 
the assistance of the federal government was asked, President Dutra, although 
declaring himself opposed to federal intervention in state afairs, nevertheless, 
in response to requests from state officials, sent impartial observers to ana- 
lyze the confused conditions in the area, i*cderal troop reinforcements were 
sent to Para, 


On November 7, in an interview with the press, President-elect Vargas for 
the first time since his election made some specific statements regarding the 
social reforms which he plans to initiate, He told reporters that he had been 
studying the problem of the high cost of living and had evolved a general plan 
designed to aid the poor and needy workers and improve their nutritional and 
living standards, thereby reducing the country's appalling infant and child 
mortality rate and increasing longevity, To accomplish these things, Vargas 
stressed that first of all the workers? buying power must be raised and the 
minimum wage increased, Workers should be established on the soil, with poten- 
tial farm lands near the great urban centers being fully utilized and production © 
of food and essential staples intensified, Finally, an organization should be 
created to handle all social welfare and to give objective consideration to the 
problems of food, housing, clothing, domestic economy, colonization, farm wel- 
fare, and such, When questioned as to the financing of the plan, Vargas replied 
that he would not demand sacrifices of the poor, the workers, and the middle 
classes who are already suffering, However, measures would be taken "to re- 
press the illicit gains of speculators and the exaggerated profits of 30% to 
40%,"? and a system devised to correct the scandalous tax evasions and frauds in 


tax payments, 


As to the nature of his administration, Vargas asserted firmly that the _ 
democratic regime would be "maintained not only in the laws, but in the exercise 
of an honest and careful administration in the service of the people and under 
their supervision,"' He further declared that he would respect the Christian 
principles of the Catholic Church, Nevertheless, the announcement that the new 
government intends to foster the indoctrination of the working masses with 
Trabalhista ideology gives cause for thought, It has been reported that Labor 
schools taught by the intellectual leaders of the Partido Trabalhista 
Brasileiro (P.1.B.) will be set up by the party soon after Vargas is sworn into 


office, 


Rumors and plans concerning the coalition of the Partido Social Democratico 
(P.S,D,) with the P.T,B, continued to abound, Gettilio was reported as favorable 


to an alliance between these two groups; and there was talk that the U,D.N, 
might also be included, inasmuch as several U,D,.N, leaders have advocated co-= 
operation with the new administration, despite the fact that others in the 
party have announced their intention of pursuing a policy of constructive op- 
position, Another group, divided as to what course it should follow with _ 
regard to the new regime, was the Partido Trabalhista Nacional (P.T,N.) in Sao 
Paulo, One faction, led by Iiugo Borghi, defcated candidate for governor of 
Sao Paulo state, declared itself in favor of a policy of opposition to both 
Vargas and the newly elected governor of Sao Paulo, Lucas Nogueira Garcez of 
Adhemar de Barros’? Partido Socialista Popular,., Another faction, however, 
favored bargaining with the P,T,B, in an effort to gain some sort of compensa- 
tion for P,T,N, support, 


After winning the vice=presidential election in a hard-fought campaign 
against the strong and bitter opposition of the Catholic Church, Café Filho was 
reported to be considering the abandonment of his new office to return to the 
federal Chamber of Deputies as representative from his state of Rio Grande do 
Norte, The only explanation given for his sudden change of mind was that he 
had served in the Chamber for a long time, However, he declared his willing- 
ness to abide by the party*s decision in the matter, This will be announced 
after Getulio has conferred with Adhemar de Parros, 


With his term of office rapidly drawing to an end, President Eurico Gaspar 
Dutra took occasion at the close of some military excrcises held near Rio on 
November 10 to submit to the nation an accounting and a justification of his 
administration, After duly praising the armed forces to whom he was addressing 
his remarks, he proceeded in a long speech to analyze the political and adminis- 
trative policies of his government, He stated that his twofoid aim had been 
1) to re-establish and.improve politically the ancient traditions of represen- 
tative government, and 2) to enable the country to attain a higher degree of 
economic prosperity, With regard to the first objcctive, he pointed out that 
not once during his five years in office had constitutional guarantees been 
suspended or had federal intervention been invoked in the states, despite the 
existence of intense political pressure at times, With the cooperation of the 
Army, the Navy, and the Air Force, the nation had enjoyed a constitutional 
regime of law and order amid the full benefits of free representative institu- 
tions, He declared that there were no political prisoners in the Republic, The 
press throughout his term had been permitted to exercise freely its right of | 
criticism, Even when at times this right was carried to unjustified lengths, 
the government had tolerated the excesses without resort to judicial sanctions, 


As an indication of further progress achieved under his administration, 
President Dutra pointed to accomplishments in the fields of education, sanita- 
tion and public health, social legislation, transportation, power, agricultural 
production, basic industrial development, foreign trade, and finance, In educa- 
tion, the government's adult program has been particularly effective, having 
reduced the nation's total number of illiterates by some 2 million; while in the 
rural areas a plan for practical education has been initiated, Through the 
efforts of S.E.S.P. (Servigo Especial de Satide Publica), a public health ser- 
vice maintained by the cooperation of the Brazilian and American Governments, 
steady advances have been made in the campaign against malaria and tuberculosis 
and in’ the program for child care and maternity assistance, In social legis- 
lation, Dutra listed improvements in pension conditions, the weekly rest period 
with pay, and the construction of some 50,000 homes for workers as achievements 


of his regine, 
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Increased production figures for coffee, wheat, jute, and agave show the 
effect of’ government assistance in these fields, Wheat received particular 
attention, and the effort to attain national self-sufficiency in this product 


has made notable gains in the past two years, 


Although transportation remains a major problem in Brazil, the Dutra ad- 
ministration can point to a number of accomplishments in this field, Railways 
have been re=cquipped and new lines constructedlooking to the completion of a 
north=south railway system, Since 1946 over a thousand kilometers of new tracks 
have been laid, the greater part being financed by government funds, Electri- 
fication of lines has becn effected on the Serra do Mar sector of the Central 
do Brazil, and work is in progress in the’Rio and Sao Paulo suburbs, and on the 
Santos=Jundiai, Leste Brasileiro, and Viagao Parand-Santa Catarina, Major 
foreign’ railways, such as the Sao Paulo Railway, the Leopoldina, the Great 
Western, and the ILheus-Conquista have been acquired by the government, thus 
satisfying an old national ambition, The National Highway Fund, created during 
the Linhares government at the end of 1945, has been actively supported by the 
Dutra administration arid has added thousands of kilometers to Brazil's highway 
system, making additions and improvements in the Rio-Sao Paulo highway, the 
Curitiba-Lages highway, and the Rio-Bahia road, The river and maritime fleets 
have been renewed, and improvements made in harbor and dock facilities in the 
nation’s major ports, In Rio, 1,300 meters of docks as well as considerable 
equipment, warehouses, and storage space have been made available, 


The critical situation in Brazilts forcign trade created by the dollar 
shortage and the resultant unfavorable trade balance with the United States was 
solved without devaluation or a resort to credit loans or the expenditure of 
the nationts gold reserves, At the same time, the foreign debt was reduced 
from the $534,914,514 to which it amounted on December 31, 1945, to $300,215,929, 
where it stood on October 30, 1950. 


A subject close to the heart of President Dutra, and likely to prove the 
most enduring contribution of his regime, has been the Sao Francisco Valley 
development project, which includes plans for improvement of navigation on the 
river, the reclamation of broad arcas in the valley through irrigation, and the 
utilization of the water power of the Paulo Afonso Falls, Designed to lessen 
the unfavorable economic balance between the northern and the south-central 
parts of Brazil, Dutra considers this work to be of tremendous significance and 
essential to the national unity, Begun in 1948, the project should be complet-— 
ed in 1953, barring interruptions, 


Regarding the matter of petroleum and its development which has constitut- 
ed an extremely controversial political issue during much of his term, the 
President recounted the measures taken by his aditinistration to meet the 
problem without calling on foreign aid, In an effort to reduce the cost of im- 
ported petroleum products, which annually absorb from 20% to 30% of the nation's 
foreign exchange, the government's policy has emphasized the construction of 
refineries within Brazil and the acquisition of a national fleet of oil tankers, 
One refinery is already in operation, the Mataripe in Bahia, while the 45,000 
barrel-per=day Cubatao plant near Santos is under construction, Work is about 
to start on a third plant of similar size in the state of Rio de Janeiro, The 
Mataripe refinery is to process Brazilian oil from the wells in the Recéncavo 
area of Bahia, while the others will be supplicd with imported crude petroleum 
brought in by the new tanker fleet, An oil pipeline is being laid to deliver 
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petroleum throughout the industrial area of Sao Paulo, The National Petroleum 
Council is making plans to develop oil-shale deposits in the Paraiba Valley and 
is also conducting surveys to determine the extent of the nation's potential 
reserve, 


Accompanied by three U.S, experts, Mr, Lynn Stambaugh, director of the 
Export-Import Bank, recently paid a visit to Brazil for the purpose of study- 
ing the results of the loans that the Bank has already made there and examining 
the possibilities for future loans, In terms of results, he stated that the 
best loan the Bank ever made was the one for the construction of the Volta 
Redonda Steel Mills, Just recently it granted the National Steel Company 
another loan of $25 million to be used for financing expansion of the steadily 
growing plant, When the present plans for expansion are completed, the govern- 
ment hopes to double present plant production, which amounts to about 64,000 
tons of stecl a month, 


The answer to one of the major problems hindering large-scale industrial~ 
ization in Brazil--the lack of good coking coal-=inay lie in atomic power, In 
a newly published book entitled Economic Aspects of Atomic Power, prepared by 
the University of Chicago's Cowles Coumission for Research in Economics under 
the direction of economists Sam iH, Schurr and Jacob Marschak, the statement is 
made that atomic power might be able to free iron and steel making from its 
dependence upon coal, The atomic-powered process would use hydrogen instead 
of coke to reduce the iron ore, The effects of the successful utilzation of 
this process upon Brazil’s industrial development program could be tremendous, 
since the nation possesses some of the world's richest known thorium resources, 
Some months ago the government set up an atomic energy commission to carry on 
rescarch and studies in this new field, The conmission is headed by Cesare 
Mansueto Lattes, a noted young Brazilian physicist who did sowe important work 
with mesons in the University of Californiats Radiation Laboratory in 1948-49. 
Recently the Chamber of Deputies voted to vlace all atomic energy work under 
the control of the State, to be supervised by the General Staff of the Armed 
Forces, 


Shortages in two important commodities disturbed the Brazilian economy 
this month, A strike of the stevedores in the country's salt-producing region 
forced the government to take special measures to insure the national salt 
supply, Drazilian newspapers were forced to suspend publication on the after- 
noon of November 15 and the morning of November 15 because of a crucial short- 
age of paper, ‘The crisis was partly the result of the general scarcity of 
newsprint on the international market, but chiefly it was caused by a machinery 
breakdown in a paper factory in Parana which supplies one-third of the 
country's newsprint requirenents, 


The pile-up of automobiles in Brazilian ports as a result of the curb on 
the black-market "baggezd'racket (Hispanic American Revort, Vol, III, No, 11) 
has created a situation of considerable confusion, The port inspectors have 
suggested that the cars be sold at public auction, since their importation is 
illegal, The inspectors would receive around half of the proceeds of such an 
auction, amounting to about $1,296,000, Meantime, the Royal Netherlands Steam~ 
ship Company, which delivers most of Brazil's tin supply from Bolivia, has re- 
portedly instructed its ships to suspend all calls at Rio and Santos because of 
the congestion caused by the impounded cars in those ports, Such action would 
greatly increase the troubles of Brazilian canncrs, who ace already having dif- 
ficulty obtaining tin because of its scarcity on the wor market, 
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The drought which delayed cotton planting in southern Brazil for several 
weeks was broken in the last half of September, The acreage now being planted 
for the March-July 1951 harvest is expected to be at least as large as that for 
1948-49, when 2,9 million bags were planted, The 1950-51 crop for southern 
Brazil cannot be estimated with accuracy this early, because excessive rainfall 
and insect invasion just before and just after the harvest seems to be an an- 
nual occurrence, Average yields have been declining since 1934, apparently be- 
cause of inadequate use of insecticides and fertilizers, lack of improved 
cultivation methods, insufficient production loans, and the recent growing 
labor shortage, The lowered yields in late years have,stimulated the govern- 
ment to provide aids to overcome these difficulties, The 1949-50 production 
estimate of 1,385,000 bales for all Brazil was 115,000: bales below the 1948-49 
crop, About 905,000 bales of Brazilian cotton was expected to be consumed 
within the country this year, Estimated exports for 1949-50 were about 40% 
less than those for 1948-49. The leading buyer this year, as last, was Britain, 
with France taking second place and Germany third, 


A report from Santa Catarina indicated that this year's wheat crop in that 
state would run to 120,000 metric tons, an_increase of nearly 50% over the 1949 
crop of 88,893 tons, larly reports from Sao Paulo also indicated a sizeable 
increase in the corn crop, the total exportable crop from Sao Paulo and Parana 
being estimated at 360,000 tons, Last year Brazil surpassed drought-ridden 
Argentina in corn production, being second only to the United States in world 
corn production, 


Brazilts Japanese colony made the news this month when Sao Paulo state 
police discovered the existence of a vast terrorist plot involving the assas- 
Sination of scores of Japanese by members of the secret Shindo Remei society, 
Sixty members of the society, including its leader Kohako Kamagshise, were 
placed under arrest, The society was created during World War II for the pur- 
pose of sabotaging supplies going from Brazil to the Allied powers, Japanese 
residents who refused to comply with its demands were murdered, Police believe 
that lately the order has been receiving instructions from anti-democratic 
sources in Japan, 


BOOK REVIEWS 
Alfonso Reyes, THE POSITION OF AMERICA, New York, Knopf, 1950. Pp. 172, 


Ten selected essays of Alfonso Reyes are here presented in an elegant English 
translation by Harriet de Onis, with a foreword by Federico de Onis, The 
anthology derives its title from the third essay; the choice of this title is 
misleading in that it might seem to imply an Americanist viewpoint, While it 
is true that all ten essays deal directly or indirectly with the New World, the 
famous Mexican constantly stresses that the role of this New World must be to 
develop and combine everything that is best in the great tradition of Western 
civilization, The history of Europe is full of new modalities of the old basic 
culture, and America simply presents the latest variation on the old theme, 
According to Reyes, what unites Europe and America culturally is infinitely 
more important than what separates them, Reyes is happily free from the cul- 
tural nationalism or intellectual provincialism of which many Latin American 
writers have been proud, 
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Ignaz Pfefferkorn, SONORA, A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROVINCE, Translated and an- 
notated by Theodore E, Treutlein, Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 


1949. Pp. 329, 


This volume, the twelfth in the Coronado Historical Series edited by Professor 
George P, Hammond, Director of the Bancroft Library at the University of 
California, is a translation from the eighteenth=century German original, 
Professor Treutlein, the translator, is a member of the History Department of 
San Francisco State College, Since few Hispanists enjoy reading German, he 
deserves thanks for having brought to the attention of his colleagues a text 
which gives an excellent picture of Northwestern Mexico during the second half 
of the cighteenth century, The original, entitled Beschreibung der Landschaft 
Sonora, was published at Cologne in two volumes (1'/94--95). The author, a 
Jesuit from Mannheim, spent eleven years among the Pima Indians before the dis- 
solution of the Jesuit order forced him to leave New Spain, This Description 
is a work of his latter years, Its documentary value is high and it is 
interesting reading, 


Phanor J, Eder, A COMPARATIVE SURVEY OF ANGLO=AMERICAN AND LATIN AMERICAN LAW, 
New York University Press, 1950, Pp, 257, 


Mr, Phanor J, Eder spans the Americas, Born of American parents in Palmira, 
Colombia, he has spent most of his life practicising law in New York, where he 
was formerly vice-consul of Colombia, He also represented Colombia at the Pan 
American Congress of 1916, and most of his previous books dealt with Colombia: 
The Mining Laws of the Revublic of Colombia (1912), Colombia, (South American 
Series, 1913), Guide to the Law and Legal Literature of Colombia (1944). 


This comparative study of Anglo-American and Latin-American Law is based on a 
series of lectures which Mr, Eder first gave at Havana in 1947 before the 
Inter-American Academy of Comparative and International Law, These lectures 
were then developed into an introductory course which Mr, Eder has since given 
each year’ at the Inter-American Law Institute of New York University, This 
Institute, founded in 1947, fills an important lacuna in inter-American rela- 
tions, and one which is beyond the scope of most lawyers in this country since, 
with the exception of Louisiana, the states of the Union follow English Common 
Law; there are practically no law schools in this country which give instruction 
in the Civil Law from which Latin American jurisprudence is derived, 


THE LUSIADS OF LUIS DE CAMOES, Translated with an introduction and notes by 
Leonard Bacon, New York, Hispanic Socicty of America, 1950. Pp.+ 435. 


The great national epic of Portugal is probably too nationalistic to have the 
universal appeal of works like Hamlet, Faust, or Don Quixote, However, for 

the historian of Portugal and of Portuguese expansion, it is an invaluable 
document, Fanshawe's translation, re-published in 1940 by Professor J,D.M, Ford 
of Harvard, brought the work again to the attention of English-speaking readers, 
However, Fanshawe's work first appeared in 1655, and its archaic flavor is 
something of an impediment to the ordinary madern reader, For this reason the 
careful and well-phrased translation of Mr, Leonard Bacon, handsomely published 
by the Hispanic Society of America, is most welcome, Mr, Bacon has provided a 
delightfully written introduction about Luiz Vaz de Camoes, and scholarly notes 
which are always helpful. 
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Preston E, James, LATIN AMERICA Revised edition, New York, The Odyssey 
Press, 1950, Pp. 848, 


Preston E, James, who is now a professor of geography at Syracuse University, 
first published this magnum opus in 1942, It has been revised and to some ex- 
tent re-written, It is an even better book than the first edition, although 
the author has occasionally failed to make necessary changes; for example, 
under the photograph of the Monroe Palace in Rio de Janeiro, the caption says 
"used before 1930 as the senate chamber,‘ a caption which was clearly written 
before the fall of Vargas in 1945, A new and valuable feature of the revised 
edition is a package of four folded sheets with a map of Middle America on one 
side and a map of South America on the other, The subjects of these original 
maps are surface configuration, natural vegetation, land use, and population 
density, Most noteworthy perhaps is the four=page preface, which is a minor 
literary gem scintillating with humor, intelligence and knowledge; it throws a 
clear, cold light on the realities of intor-American relations, 


Wendell C, Gordon, THE ECONOMY OF LATIN AMFRICA New York, Columbia Univer- 
sity Press, 1950. Pp. 434. | 


Professor Wendell C, Gordon of the University of Texas is one of the few 
professors or economics in the United States whose svecial field of interest is 
Latin America, . As befits one who is associated with the University of Texas, 
his special interest is Mexico, about which country he published a timely book, 

ropriation of Foreign-Owned Property in Mexico (1941). He is, however, 
familiar with most of the other Latin American republics, and has devoted much 
time to the study of Peru, 


This splendid book is organized not regionally but by economic topics: organ- 
ization of production, the raising of capital, pricing and production control, 
and international trade, Geographical considerations are neglected somewhat in 
favor of basic economic, social and even philosophical issues; for example, the 
influence of Catholic theology on economic trends in Latin America is given due 
stress, Something which only a technical economist could give is an account of 
the basic differences between business procedures in this country and in Latin 
America, The book is refreshingly realistic; the author does not hesitate to 
discuss, for example, the bribery of government officials, This book should 
please both economists and Latin Americanists who have only a general interest 


in economics, 


RAFAEL ALTAMIRA, A HISTORY OF SPAIN FROM THE BEGINNINGS TO THE PRESENT DAY, 
Translated by Muna Lee, New York, D, Van Nostrand Company, 1949. Pp. 746. 


This classic work first appeared forty years ago in four volumes under the 
title History of Spain and of Spanish Civilization, A fifth volume dealing with 
the 19th century was planned but has never appeared, Altamira himself soon 

' realized the need for an abridged version, An American historian did what the 
Spaniard himself proposed to do: in 1918 Charles E, Chapman of the University 
of California published his History of Spain, which, as he himself stated on 
the title-page, was based on Altamirats work, at least for the period prior to 
the 19th century, The Spanish historian had published, as early as 1902, a 
brief Historia de la civilizacidén espanola, which he revised completely in 1929. 
The abridged edition of the large four-volume work appeared first in 1933. A 
revised edition was ready in 1936, but the Civil War resulted in a ten-year 
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postponement of this publishing project, The 1946 edition, which is the basis 
for this English translation, brings the story down to the end of the Civil 
War, The sympathies of the author are clearly with the Republican government; 
he affirms that Franco won, thanks to large-scale and direct intervention by 
Germany and Italy, while the aid of Russia gave to the Loyalists was negligible, 
The transLation by Muna Lee is as effective and careful as one would expect 
from so able a writer, 


William S, Stokes, HONDURAS, AN AREA STUDY IN GOVERNMENT, Madison, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Press, 1950, Pp, 351. 


While Honduras is not a major power, this book is a significant contribution 

to political thought, or at least to the research techniques of political 
science, ‘The approach used by the author is statec in the title, Whereas most 
political scientists tend to rely excessively on the paper aspect of political ~ 
life and to neglect field work, Mr, Stokes has applied the area technique to 

the study cf government, ‘'e has spent considerable time in Honduras, observing 
the relationship between the government and the country itself, and he has 
produced a realistic study wisich gives the fecl of Honduras, 
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WHO'S WHO IN LATIN AMERICA 
A Biographical Dictionary of Notable Living 
Men and Women of Latin America 
Edited by RONALD HILTON 


“This recognition of the leaders in the many activities of Latin America by a presentation of 
their individual achievements is a real step forward in inter-American understanding.”—Ray Lyman 


Wilbur, Chancellor, Stanford University 


Ready: I, Mexico, $2.50; II, Central America, $2.25; IV, Bolivia, Chile, and Peru, $2.50: V, Argentina, 
Paraguay, and Uruguay, $3.50; VI, Brazil, $3.50. In press: III, Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela: 


VIL, Cuba, Haiti, and Dominican Republic. 


THE ANCIENT MAYA 
By SYLVANUS G. MORLEY 


An expert, authoritative, and beautifully illustrated book. “By far the best general survey of the 
mystery as a whole: who were the ancient Maya, how did their civilization arise, why did it fall?” 


—Time 


The PRINTED WORK of the 
SPANISH INTELLECTUALS in the 
AMERICAS 1936-1945 


Compiled by JULIAN AMO 
and CHARMION SHELBY 
Here is a literary “Who's Who” and bibliog- 
raphy of Spanish men of letters in the New 
World. Entries in Spanish; introduction in Eng- 
lish. 
$4.00 


CUENTOS POPULARES ESPANOLES 
By AURELIO M. ESPINOSA 


Some 280 Spanish folk tales in original dia- 


lectic versions. Paper bound. 
Three volumes, $1.75 each 


STANFORD SPANISH SERIES 


Edited by AURELIO M. ESPINOSA 


In Spanish; abridged versions with notes and 


vocabulary. 


A Brief Anthology of Mexican Prose, $1.00 
La Casa de la Troya, $1.00 
Juan Martin El Empecinado, $1.00 


STANFORD SPANISH TESTS 


By AURELIO M. ESPINOSA and 
TRUMAN LEE KELLEY 


Tests for high-school and college level cov- 
ering Spanish grammar and vocabulary. 
Sample set, Form A or B (3 parts), 25 cents: 


25 copies, single part, Form A or B, 80 cents; 
100 copies, $2.00 


The LIFE of JOAQUIM NABUCO 
By CAROLINA NABUCO 
Edited with Foreword by RONALD HILTON 


English translation of this well-known biog- 
raphy prepared under the auspices of Stanford's 
Hispanic American Studies program. 

$5.00 


A YANQUI in PATAGONIA 
By BAILEY WILLIS 
“Vital and vigorous’—that’s what the San 
Francisco Chronicle called this memoir of a 
Latin American venture. 
$3.50 


CADIZ to CATHAY 
By MILES P. DuVAL, Jr. 


The story of the long struggle for a water- 
way across the American Isthmus. 
$5.00 


And the MOUNTAINS WILL MOVE 


By MILES P. DuVAL, Jr. 


Dramatic story of the men who moved moun- 
tains to build the Panama Canal. 
$5.00 


PIONEER TELEGRAPHY in 
CHILE 1852-1872 


By JOHN J. JOHNSON 
$2.50 


STANFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Stanford, California 


